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President and Secretary-General of the ACP Group, Brussels

  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
     37TH  PLENARY SESSION OF THE ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
       “THE ACP GROUP WANTS TO EXTEND THE REACH OF ITS INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS”

NATIONAL NEWS

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION IS THE ORDER OF THE DAY

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

   The agriculture challenge

    

 

 Working meeting in Brussels
 
 

Minister for the Economy Abrahão Gourgel is of the opin-
ion that the current economic situation within the country, 
affected by the recent slump in international oil prices, 
represents a growing challenge for the Government, and 
means that diversification must be deemed a priority

The Angolan Telecommunications and Information Technologies Forum 

     INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF GUINEA-BISSAU
                 “WE HAVE TO BOOST THE COUNTRY’S POSITIVE MOMENTUM”

 THE ANGOLAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
 TECHNOLOGIES FORUM 

32ND FESTIVAL OF THE MIGRATION OF PEOPLES AND CULTURES 
HELD IN LUXEMBOURG 

“It is very important for the country to have a sound 
telecommunications sector, given the way business and 
the resulting GDP growth is now developing.”

HRH the Grand Duke of Luxembourg visits the Angola stand

Over 30,000 people had the opportunity to visit some 400 
stands and “become immersed in a multicultural experi-
ence”. A whole range of activities – discussions, documen-
taries, exhibitions, literary meetings, films and cuisine from 
all four corners of the world – were on offer.
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37TH PLENARY SESSION OF THE ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
PARLIAMENTARIANS DEFEND RADICAL REFORM FOR THE ACP GROUP

Between March 17 and 20, Brussels hosted interim meet-
ings of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly ACP-EU Commit-
tees, and the 37th ACP Parliamentary Assembly Session 
which was attended by representatives from over 60 coun-
tries from Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. Angola was 
represented by a delegation from the National Assembly 
headed by Virgílio de Fontes Pereira along with Deputies 
Julião Francisco Teixeira and Nuno Caldas Albino. The 
main aim of the meeting was to prepare the joint meeting 
with the European Parliamentarians planned for mid 2015. 
The meeting was in agreement that the ACP Group was 
ready for an in-depth reform both as regards the organisa-
tion of its own structure, and also on the question of its 
modus operandi. The new ACP Secretary-General, Ambas-
sador Patrick Gomes, agreed that the Member States must 
act in a more concerted manner and interact with other 
developing countries from the South bloc. He also restated 
the fact that the ACP Group and its Secretariat would have 
to learn how to perform a coordination role for the ACP 
regions, as the Group must operate as an inter-regional 
coordination organisation, promoting relationships with the 
international community in support of development and 
inter-ACP and inter-regional development.
The parliamentarians expressed support and praise for 
Patrick Gomes, wishing him success in his work for the 
continued development of the ACP nations.

 

 

.
 

  

  

.

The European Union has announced that it is making 30.5 
billion Euros available for development cooperation in the 
wake of the 11th European Development Fund, funding 
which will in part be used in the framework of ACP-EU coop-
eration in support of sustainable development.
Given that the ACP Group is in a period of strategic restruc-
turing, its Secretary-General, Patrick Gomes, highlighted 
priorities identified for the near future which should align with 
a strategic plan for the 2015–2018 period. This plan will have 
to take into consideration the directions approved by the ACP 
Council of Ministers in December 2014, focusing on closer 
relations with the Group of 77 and China, with observer 
status as regards the BRICS and similar trans-regional 
organisations, and closer collaboration with some specific 
United Nations bodies.
Patrick Gomes pointed out that the plan would have to take 
into account the need to mobilise the necessary financial 
resources to make the organisation itself viable. He then 
referred to a study being undertaken into the establishment 
of a Fund for the Group’s long-term development. 

THE ACP GROUP WANTS TO EXTEND THE REACH OF ITS INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS 
THE EU GRANTS FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACP COUNTRIES  

He also emphasised the urgent need to plan for the Eighth 
ACP Group Heads of State Summit with a view to the politi-
cal reinforcement of the positions recently adopted for the 
future of the Group, with a clear definition of the directions to 
be taken during the 2020–2030 period and not excluding 
dialogue with the EU, as its natural partner.

5 STRATEGIC ACP PRIORITIES 
*The promotion of trade, regional integration and industrial 
development 
*The establishment of resilient, creative and sustainable 
economies 
*Justice and security 
*Good governance
*Financial autonomy
 

ACP Group Meeting

President and Secretary-General of the ACP Group  
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF GUINEA-BISSAU, BRUSSELS 
“WE HAVE TO BOOST THE COUNTRY’S POSITIVE MOMENTUM”

An International Conference in support of Guinea-Bissau 
was held in Brussels on March 25, co-chaired by President 
of the Republic José Mário Vaz, European Commissioner 
for International Cooperation and Development Neven 
Mimica and Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 
Jeffrey Feltman. The subject of the conference was how to 
boost the country’s current positive momentum through the 
pledging of international support for the reconstruction of its 
democratic institutions with a view to achieving greater 
socio-political and economic stability. Present were delega-
tions from 70 countries and regional and international 
institutions headed by Ministers for Foreign Affairs, Senior 
Representatives and Members of Civil Society, who 
supported the efforts made by the Guinea-Bissau Govern-
ment in support of peace, security and the development of 
the country. The international community congratulated the 
newly elected Government, having gladly welcomed the 
Government’s strategic vision for the consolidation of the 
rule of law, socio-political stability and good governance, as 
laid down in the Strategic and Operational Plan for the 
2015–2025 period.
There was a restatement of the need for economic re-es-
tablishment on the basis of structural reforms designed to 
guarantee the economic growth of the country, particularly 
in the agro-industry, fishing and tourism sectors, and in 
transparent and sustainable exploration for mineral resources

 

 

.

.  

.
 

  

  

The conservation and responsible use of biodiversity were 
also highlighted as features in need of reinforcement and 
development in support of economic development. Speak-
ing on behalf of the Community of Portuguese-Speaking 
Countries (CPLP), the head of diplomacy of Timor-Leste 
announced the establishment of a Special CPLP fund, 
intended solely for Guinea-Bissau cooperation initiatives. 
The Ambassador for Angola in Belgium, Elizabeth Simbrão, 
represented the country, along with other diplomats from 
the Mission.
 

 

.
 

  

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão at the working meeting

WORLD BANK FUNDS WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS 
“300 MILLION EUROS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE”

This year the World Bank (WB) will make 300 million 
dollars available for the completion of projects designed to 
provide and equip water supply facilities to improve 
supplies for the Angolan population.
This statement was made by World Bank Water Supply and 
Drainage Projects Manager Luís Tavares, who paid a 
two-day visit to Huíla province, where he assessed prog-
ress on two water supply projects funded by the WB. 
According to Luís Tavares, this investment will help boost 
both the quality and quantity of drinking water collection 
and distribution facilities in urban and rural areas, the aim 
being to reduce the distances currently hindering access.
This initiative is part of the Government Policy designed to 
expand the population’s access to drinking water as part of 
the “Water for All” programme.

 

 

.
 

  

Water supply point

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION IS THE ORDER OF THE DAY 
“THE SLUMP IN OIL PRICES SHOULD BE TAKEN AS ONE FURTHER REASON FOR DIVERSIFYING THE ECONOMY

Minister for the Economy Abrahão Gourgel believes that 
the country’s current economic situation, affected by the 
recent slump in oil prices in the international market, 
represents a serious challenge to the country to boost 
diversification. While stating that the oil industry will have to 
remain in place for some decades to come as one of the 
main sources of production and investment, the Minister 
drew attention to the efforts being made by the current 
executive to free the country of excessive dependence on 
the oil sector. 
The 2013–2017 National Development Plan is clear proof 
that the Government is endeavouring to ensure the coun-
try’s sustainable growth. On this subject, he highlighted the 
importance of recently implemented programmes, such as 
the ‘Angola Investe’ (Angola Invests) programme. This has 
strengthened small and medium enterprises, and encour-
aged and consolidated the large Angolan enterprises and 
business groups which work as catalysts on the structural 
metamorphosis of the country in support of a more dynamic 
and diversified economy.
For his part, Minister for Foreign Relations Georges Chikoti 
stated that the rise in national output, expressed in the 
2013–2017 National Development Plan is the key to boost-
ing the structural transformation of the national economy. 
He made this statement in the context of the second Work-
shop on the structural issues involved with Angola’s prog-
ress to middle-income country status, held recently in 
Luanda. Georges Chikoti believes that the diversification of 
the economy and the rise in national production are the 
basis for the establishment of economic sustainability, the 
aim being to improve the country’s Human Development 
Index, where the level of vulnerability is still high.
The Minister recalled the fact that in 2012 the UN proposed 
that Angola should be promoted from the category of least 
developed country (LDC), a proposal which should be 
reaffirmed in the next three-year review of the LDC. He 
concluded by re-stating the fact that Angola’s eligibility for 
middle-income country status will bring new challenges and 
new responsibilities and that the country is ready for them.

 

“ANGOLA IS IN A BETTER POSITION TO COPE WITH THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF A DECREASE IN OIL 
PRICES”

In spite of the fact that the oil price slump resembles the situation which arose in 2008/2009, the country is now in a 
better position to cope with its adverse effects– international reserves are now higher, the Sovereign Fund of Angola has 
been set up, inflation is considerably lower and subsidies are also down, which means that an additional budgetary 
margin is now possible.
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THE FIRST ANGOLAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES FORUM  
“THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SECTOR IN THE ECONOMY DIVERSIFICATION STRATEGY”

In March, Luanda hosted the First Angolan Telecommuni-
cations and Information Technologies Forum on the theme 
“Telecommunications challenges in the current Angolan 
context”.
The Forum, which welcomed, among others, Minister for 
Telecommunications and Information Technologies José 
Carvalho da Rocha and Minister for the Economy Abraão 
Gourgel, addressed topics such as the sustainability of the 
telecommunications market in Angola and the importance 
of a strong telecommunications sector for business devel-
opment and its contribution to GDP growth. In his speech, 
José Carvalho da Rocha explained how important this 
sector was for the success of Government policy, particular-
ly the economic diversification and development goals laid 
down in the National Development Plan. Discussing the 
current situation, he stated that the country now had nearly 
14 million mobile internet users, three million internet users 
and over 400,000 internet café users.
He mentioned the public and private efforts which had been 
made in the application of infrastructures, knowledge trans-
fer and technological development which have helped 
create public services. On this subject he pointed to the 
expansion of the application of submarine cables, the 
media library network and ANGOSAT (the Angolan satellite) 
which he saw as important steps on the way, although there 
was still a long way to go.
Minister for the Economy Abraão Gourgel also emphasised 
the importance of this sector for the development of the 
economy, reiterating the fact that infrastructure which 

connected the various regions, particularly those not easily 
accessible, and which connected the country to the wider 
world, would lead to an increase in economic productivity 
and diversification. Abraão Gourgel felt that it was crucial 
for the Government to implement a regulatory framework 
which would protect the interests of users, providing them 
with easier access to the new information and communica-
tion technologies.

Angolan Telecommunications Forum 

SIMPLIFICATION OF PRIVATE INVESTMENT: THE PROCESS WILL BE FASTER 

Minister for the Economy Abraão Gourgel recently stated 
that the regulatory procedure for private investment in the 
country should be made more flexible. On the basis of this 
statement came a positive assessment arising from a joint 
meeting of the Economic Committee and the Committee for 
the Real Economy of the Council of Ministers dealing with a 
bill to revise the Private Investment Law.
The outcome of this amendment is that investment will be 
regulated, certain priority sectors having been identified, 
such as tourism, telecommunications and information tech-
nology, logistics and transportation, energy and water, and 
also construction. It was to be understood that “in these 
sectors foreign investors will be obliged to have a national 
partner with a 35% stake”. Apart from this, investments of 
up 10 million dollars will be approved by the ministerial 
departments, while investments in excess of this amount 
will be directed to the relevant departmental head. By way 
of an example, the Minister explained that investment in the 

.
 

Agriculture sector would have to be assessed by the Minis-
try of Agriculture, while an investment in Industry would be 
assessed by the Ministry for Industry, and so on.
  

Luanda City

NATIONAL NEWS
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REVISION OF THE GENERAL STATE BUDGET APPROVED BY A LARGE MAJORITY
THE NATIONAL GEOLOGY PLAN IS A STRATEGIC PRIORITY FOR THE GOVERNMENT 

On March 19, the General State Budget Review was 
approved by 154 votes in favour with 40 against, it being 
agreed that the conditions for the implementation of various 
structural projects had been met.
One of the priorities of the approved Budget is the National 
Geology Plan which, according to Minister for Geology and 
Mines Francisco Queiróz, is important to attracting revenue 
to be spent on public works. Assessed at over 400 million 
dollars and already under way, this plan will make it possi-
ble to identify water resources, and to classify geologi-
cal/mining potential for future investment. He explained 
that, apart from the process of geological identification, the 
plan will also help identify where and how the country’s 
urban development should be promoted as well as helping 
to identify the best locations for the building of cities in 
Angola, in order to streamline urban growth planning. As an 
example he recalled that the building of cities where natural 
resources and groundwater were present would be deemed 
non-viable.

 

Minister for Geology and Mines, Francisco Queiróz

“The National Geology Plan is of great impor-
tance in the process of diversification of the 
national economy.”

 

  
32ND FESTIVAL OF THE MIGRATION OF CULTURES AND PEOPLES HELD IN LUXEMBOURG  

 In March, Luxembourg hosted the 32nd Festival of Migra-
tion, Cultures and Citizenship, covering 120 countries, 
including Angola.
The opening ceremony, held on March 14, was graced by a 
number of celebrities, including TRHs Grand Duke Henry 
and Grand Duchess Maria Teresa of Luxembourg, Prime 
Minister Xavier Bettel, and Minister for the Family Affairs 
and Integration Corinne Cahen, among other guests.
Over thirty thousand people had the opportunity to visit 
more than 400 stands and become immersed in a multicul-
tural experience. A range of events were on offer, including 
discussions, documentaries, exhibitions, concerts, literary 
meetings, films and cuisine from the four corners of the 
world.
The Angola Events Association was present at two stands 
which had the honour of welcoming the Prime Minister and 
HRH the Grand Duke. Angolan culture was represented by 
an exhibition of 15 photographs showing the activities and 
costumes of the Nyaneka-Humbi, people from the south of 
the country, with their handicrafts, paintings and samples of 
their cuisine.

  

This Festival has now been a regular event for some years, 
has gained considerable importance in the country’s socio-
cultural scene, and is an undoubted success. As a part of 
the Festival, the 15th Book Show and the 3rd Meeting of 
Contemporary Culture and Art were also celebrated.

HRH the Grand Duke of Luxembourg vising the Angolan stand

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
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THE GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES GENDER EQUALITY 
“THE ANGOLAN WOMAN: STAUNCHLY DEFENDING MORAL VALUES”

Minister for the Family and the Promotion of Women 
Filomena Delgado took part in the 59th session of the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, 
where she confirmed that the Government was devoting 
more attention to the attainment of the objectives and goals 
of the Beijing Action Platform, which had facilitated major 
advances and substantial improvements in gender equality, 
and could be seen in the increasing empowerment of 
women and in regard to Human Rights.
The Minister stated that in terms of gender equality, one of 
the aims of the 2013-2017 National Development Plan was 
to promote equality of opportunity, rights and responsibili-
ties in all areas of economic, social, cultural and political 
life. The Government was determined to promote the full 
exercise of human rights and basic freedoms for both 
sexes, regardless of race, ethnic origin, religions, belief or 
age, as laid down in the Constitution.
Filomena Delgado explained that since 2009, the Govern-
ment had paid particular attention to the goals of the Beijing 
Action Platform, and had designed policies and applied 
specific measures for this purpose: the support of female 
victims of violence, raising the value of the role and status 
of women in the family, and the support of rural women are Minister for the Family and the Promotion of Women Filomena Delgado

some of the examples. In addition to the support and 
defence of women, the Minister also stressed the work 
carried out on behalf of children, and mentioned the imple-
mentation of various instruments designed for their protec-
tion and development, such as the Law on the Integral 
Protection and Development of the Child, the National 
Forum on the Child, the creation of the National Children’s 
Council, and the National Youth Forum and Plan. 

ELIZABETH SIMBRÃO HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FAMILY IN SOCIETY 
“THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY IN TEACHING CIVIC, ETHICAL, CULTURAL AND MORAL VALUES”

On March 14, the Angolan Ambassador to the Kingdom of 
Belgium, Elizabeth Simbrão, attended a lecture in Brussels 
on the subject of the Angolan Woman and Family from the 
point of view of civic, ethical, cultural and moral values. Ms 
Simbrão highlighted the importance of the family in contem-
porary society, as she said that it was “the best school for 
life, values and learning and determines to a great extent 
the formation of our personalities, preparing us for life in 
society”. In this context, she emphasised the role of woman 
universally recognised as of vital importance in combating 
the inequality which assails modern society, and she 
quoted Pope Francis when he said that “Women have an 
essential mission in the family.  If the value of the female 
character in the world of work and the public sphere is 
important, how much more important it is in the framework 
of the family.”
Elizabeth Simbrão felt that understanding the value of the 
Angolan Woman and boosting her status and role in the 
family and society was a sign of collective intelligence and 
democratic maturity, and above all of a sense of opportuni-
ty.

  

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE


