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STUDY WILL DETERMINE AREAS OF EXCELLENCE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AQUACULTURE 
“UNDERSTAND BETTER TO BE ABLE TO ACT”

The Ministry of Fisheries and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) recently 
announced, in Luanda, a study that will determine which 
areas in the country have the greatest potential for fish 
farming production.
For this, regions will be mapped out to show where produc-
tion units that may be installed could cause conflicts in land 
use, such as with tourism, which sometimes competes for 
the same geographical space.
Aquaculture has been identified as one of the government’s 
priorities for increasing food supplies and, consequently, 
the fight against hunger in the country.
In addition, the development of this activity will also reduce 
ecological pressure on the environment for some species 
which, in some cases, are already showing signs of 
over-exploitation.
In addition to the ecological benefits, the development of 
aquaculture goes hand in hand with the government strate-
gy of the diversification of the economy, also generating 
new employment opportunities.

  

The growth in scientific production in Angola per million 
inhabitants was 18.8% between 2005 and 2013. This was 
echoed by the Minister of Science and Technology, Cândi-
da Teixeira, during the opening speech of the IV National 
Science and Technology Conference, which took place in 
Talatona, Luanda. During her speech, the Minister revealed 
the results of the last report by the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, recognising the 
important work that has been carried out in this area over 
the last few years.
The document says that between 1995 and 2005, the maxi-
mum growth rate was only 1.4%. This substantial evolution 
is closely related to strong investment by the current 
government in science and innovation. As explained, the 
human capital assigned to this sector has increased consid-
erably, both in numbers and in quality. The Scientific Inves-
tigation and Technological Development and Innovation 
Institutions currently have 259 researchers, of which 52% 
have a Bachelor’s degree, 29% have a Master’s and 19% 
have a Doctorate.
Additionally, at higher education level, there are more than 
1200 students, of which 49% hold Bachelor’s degrees, 31% 
Master’s and 20% Doctorates.
Regarding the theme of the conference "Together to 
promote the inclusion of science, technology and innova-
tion in the country's development strategy," the Minister 
reiterated that the government has short, medium and long 
term plans. 

  

The Ministry of Science and Technology carried out the First 
National Science, Technology and Innovation Study, and is 
now able to monitor more accurately what is produced by 
the country in this regard.
In terms of initiatives in progress, Cândida Teixeira revealed 
that a National Plan for the Training of Officials has been 
implemented, in partnership with UNESCO and the 
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, the objective of which is to 
train 140 holders of Doctorates by 2020.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH SECTOR IN ANGOLA MAKES 
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS

During a seminar, which took place on 15th September in 
Luanda, the Secretary of State for Fisheries and Aquacul-
ture noted that this initiative is unprecedented in the country 
and that all activities performed, in this area or within other 
economic activities, must be carried out based on knowledge. 
Only in this way will it be possible to optimise resources and 
improve results.
 

 

Fish farming production unit

Training of Senior Officials has increased
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PROPOSED EXTENSION OF CONTINENTAL SHELF PRESENTED TO THE UN

Angola has recently presented its proposal at the UN 
Headquarters in New York to extend the Continental Shelf 
from around 200 to 350 nautical miles. The report, which 
concludes the studies carried out, was formally delivered by 
the Minister of Defence, João Lourenço.
The Angolan intentions will now be evaluated in light of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), which will decide on the technical and legal 
claims presented.
The success of this extension strategy may be negotiated 
with other countries directly implicated by this proposal, 
such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of 
Congo, Gabon and Namibia.
In accordance with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Georges 
Chikoti, this matter will certainly involve some bilateral 
negotiations with these countries which, in spite of conflict-
ing interests, will certainly succeed in finding consensuses 
that will protect the interests of all parties.
The dossier presented is the result of more than five years 
of multidisciplinary work generated by an Inter-Ministerial 
Commission created for the delimitation of maritime boundaries.

.  

.
 

  

  

This Commission was led by the Ministry of Defence, in 
close collaboration with the Ministries of the Interior, Justice 
and Human Rights, Fisheries, Environment, Transport, 
Geology and Mining and the Head of the Angolan Armed 
Forces and Navy. 

  
 

 

.
 

  

Satellite image

NATIONAL NEWS

ENERGY SECTOR IS A PRIORITY FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
LAÚCA HYDROELECTRIC DAM WILL BE THE BIGGEST IN THE COUNTRY

 

.
 

  

The Secretary of State for Water, Luis Filipe da Silva, 
confirmed during the opening session of the 27th African 
Hydro Symposium, that the extension of the Cambambe 
Hydroelectric Dam is under way, as well as the construction 
of a new dam in the northern part of Laúca, in the Kwanza-North 
Province, which will be the largest in the country with the 
capacity to produce more than 2000 megawatts.
During the event, which Angola organised for the second 
time, Luís Filipe da Silva, confirmed that the objective of this 
list of actions is to expand the production of electrical 
energy to levels capable of guaranteeing the intended 
industrial development. 
In addition to the construction of new hydroelectric power 
stations, the government is also supporting the refurbish-
ment of some mini-hydro stations and the installation of 
new thermal power stations, as well as the construction of 
new water treatment stations and public lighting. The objective 
of these initiatives is also to supply new urban areas, thus 
reaching the targets set by the Water for All (Água para 
Todos) programme.
For the government, the economic and social development 
of the country will inevitably lead to an increase in the quality 
and availability of electrical energy, which is why the energy 
sector is seen as a priority.
  

 

  

During the conference, various subjects were addressed 
including “Hydroelectric Potential in Angola”, “Operation 
and Maintenance of Hydroelectric Power Stations”, 
“Financing of Hydroelectric Power Stations”, “Technology 
Training and Transfer”, “Refurbishment and Commissioning 
of New Hydroelectric Power Stations”, and “Environmental 
Management”.

 

  

Construction of the Laúca dam
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“EIB AFRICA DAY 2015”  IN LUXEMBOURG
CLIMATE, AGRICULTURE AND PRIVATE INVESTMENT WERE SOME OF THE TOPICS ADDRESSED

Luxembourg’s EU Presidency and the European Invest-
ment Bank (EIB) were the joint organisers of the 2015 “EIB 
Africa Day”. The event took place in Luxembourg, on 9th 
July, and included the participation of the President of the 
EIB, Werner Hoyer, the Luxembourg Minister of Develop-
ment Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs, Romain 
Schneider, the European Commissioner for Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Phil Hogan, and the President of the 
African Development Bank, Donald Kaberuka. Represent-
ing the State of Angola was Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão 
and the Commercial Sector of the Embassy.
On the agenda were subjects relating to the sustainable 
development of Africa. Private investment, employment, 
commercial relations with Europe, agriculture and climate 
were some of the issues discussed. The capabilities, oppor-
tunities, constraints and limitations of the various African 
regions were discussed in detail by many financial directors 
and managers of large companies in various sectors of the 
economy.
European and African speakers had the opportunity to 
present success stories regarding relations between the 
two continents, and to talk about strategic priorities identi-
fied by the EIB for the period 2015-2017. Investment in 
“Climate Action” to mitigate and combat problems resulting 
from climate change, as well as in sustainable energy capa-
ble of supporting the needs of the population, were designated 
as priorities. In this regard, the EIB highlighted the 

 

.  

.
 

  

  

fact that in the last five years, almost 4 thousand million 
euros have been invested in North Africa and sub-Saharan 
Africa in projects involving the energy sector In addition, on 
the subject of support to private investment, directed 
towards the world of business, it was noted that the Invest-
ment Facility Programme ACP/IF has distributed more than 
4.5 thousand million euros to over 200 projects between 
2003 and 2014. Within the agricultural sector, the need to 
support this sector was highlighted as a way to eradicate 
hunger and to diversify and develop the African economy

  
 

 

.
 

  

Werner Hoyer, President of the EIB

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

TRIPARTITE FREE TRADE ZONE WILL PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT
“MEMBERSHIP OF A FREE TRADE ZONE WILL BRING ENORMOUS BENEFITS” ABRAÃO GOURGEL

The agreement for the tripartite free trade zone, recently 
signed by 27 countries belonging to the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC), the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the East 
African Community (EAC), will, according to the Minister of 
the Economy, Abraão Rangel, bring enormous benefits to 
the economies of African countries.
As he understands it, this agreement will strengthen com-
mercial relations between the countries in the region, 
making it possible to access a wider range of products of 
better quality and at lower prices.
This new model will open the door to new opportunities and 
business projects with a view to a market including around 
700 million people, with a combined GDP of around 1 trillion 
dollars, in other words, the equivalent of 58% of the 
economic activity of the African continent.
The most immediate objective of the agreement is to 
reduce customs borders so as to strengthen intra and inter 
regional trade across the continent. It is noted that, to date, 
commercial relations between African countries only 
amount to about 12% of total trade relations.  

  

To counter this trend, the goal of creating a Continental 
Customs Union has been set for 2019. For the Minister, the 
signatory countries, including Angola, should start to adapt 
to this new reality, so that it takes place in a safe and proper 
manner. At national level, the government has pledged to 
implement measures that will strengthen the private sector, 
with a review of the Private Investment Law, the "Angola 
Invests" programme and a set of other activities already 
envisaged.
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BUREAU AND STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE ACP EU PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY MEET IN 
BRUSSELS

The Bureau and the three Standing Committees (the Com-
mittee on Political Affairs; the Committee on Economic 
Development, Finance and Trade; and the Committee on 
Social Affairs and the Environment) of the ACP EU Joint 
Assembly met on the 23rd, 24th and 25th September in 
Brussels.
Representing the State of Angola was a delegation of the 
National Assembly led by Dr. Virgílio de Fontes Pereira, 
who introduced State Representative Salomão Xirimbimbi 
and members of Angola’s Diplomatic Mission in Brussels.
Various subjects relating to the different Commissions were 
on the agenda. Within the area of political affairs, questions 
relating to supporting peace in Africa were discussed – 
efficiency of the measures carried out and perspectives for 
the future, governance and financing of political parties, 
human rights, fighting corruption and political dialogue 
regarding the terms of article 8 of the Cotonou Agreement.
In relation to “Social and Environmental Matters”, the work-
shop raised questions about migration between ACP States 
and Member States of the EU, and strategies were 
discussed for the common management of this current 
phenomenon.
Subjects such as social development and professional training 

.
 

  

 were discussed in detail including the theme “Diversifica-
tion and Development of Regional Economies” and their 
interaction with external markets.
The agenda of the 21st session of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP) of the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which will take place in 
December in Paris, was also touched upon, with views 
exchanged on the principal challenges faced by ACP coun-
tries in terms of environmental preservation and sustain-
able development.
Within the "Economic Development, Finance and Trade" 
Commission, there was a positive assessment of the 
40-year partnership between the ACP and EU, and 
allusions were made to the model that will come into force 
after 2020. Also discussed were views on creating a market 
for the free movement of goods, to stimulate commercial 
development on the African continent, and the potential 
benefits this would bring to ACP countries.
The sectors with the greatest growth potential in developing 
regions, such as tourism, were highlighted as fundamental 
for the development of some of the local economies.

PRIORITIES OF LUXEMBOURG’S PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
“A MORE COMPETITIVE ECONOMY WILL GENERATE MORE EMPLOYMENT AND GROWTH”

On 1st July, Luxembourg took over the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union, within the joint successive 
trio presidency programme (Italy, Lithuania and Luxem-
bourg). 
Five years after the creation of the “Europe 2020 Strategy”, 
which aimed to create an intelligent, sustainable and inclu-
sive economy, the difficult task of pursuing the same 
objectives falls to this presidency, against the adversities of 
the current global economic crisis. For this reason, the 
incumbent presidency aims to focus in particular on the 
question of the financial stability of the Eurozone and on the 
consolidation of the budget in order to guarantee a healthy 
macro-economic climate.
Growth and employment will continue to be fundamental 
objectives, with a view to reinforcing the competitiveness of 
European companies which, at the latest review, is the 
vehicle for growth and innovation. The politics surrounding 
the growth of the Union will also continue to be of strategic 
importance and a fundamental tool to promote peace, 
democracy and security in Europe.

.
 

  

Luxembourg’s presidency intends to move forward with 
membership negotiations with the Western Balkan countries 
and, in line with the post-2015 development agenda, closely 
monitor current and emerging humanitarian crises, with the 
goal of improving the response effectiveness of the EU and 
international community.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, and Prime Minister 
Xavier Bettel, at the launch of Luxembourg’s Presidency
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EXPO MILAN 2015 - CELEBRATION OF AFRICAN WOMEN’S DAY

EMBASSY LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE
ACCESS TO A VAST COLLECTION OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION 

The Embassy of Angola in the Kingdom of Belgium, Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg and the Mission to the European 
Union has now launched a new website in both Portuguese 
and English.
Through this initiative, the embassy provides access to a 
large collection of information relating to socio-economic, 
cultural and political news about the country, also providing 
access to relevant documentation for users. The online 
availability of forms for consular procedures is one of many 
new features, which will in some cases preclude the need to 
be physically present at the Embassy or Consulate.
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão considers that one of the 
prime objectives of an up-to-date and interactive site is to 
allow permanent and inclusive contact with the community 
located in Belgium and Luxembourg.

 

  

 

  

The ambassador considers that better and closer relations 
between the diaspora and the State of Angola should be 
accompanied by a technological evolution and in this sense 
the updated site is seen as an important step.

 

  
Image of website welcome page

On 31st July, the Angola Pavilion provided the setting for 
another celebration of African Women’s Day, hosting a 
myriad of activities for discussion, awareness and training 
on this theme. The celebrations, which were attended by 
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão as a guest, included a 
series of seminars on “The Rural Woman”, “The Woman 
and Sport” and “Food and Nutrition in Angola”, conducted 
respectively by Ditutala Lucas Simão, Águeda Gomes and 
Madalena Félix. Representatives from various African 
countries attended, notably Abigal Showina, the Commis-
sioner General of Zimbabwe, the country which currently 
holds the rotating Presidency of the African Union.
The festivities took place in the different areas of the pavilion, 
and included fashion shows, inspired by Angolan ethno-cul-
ture, by renowned designers such as Mia Mendes and 
Nadir Tati.
In addition to fashion, of course, there was also music with 
the participation of various Angolan artists, such as Kiaku 
Kiadaff and Tasha Rodrigues, who has been living in Italy 
for over 25 years.
The Commissioner General of Angola, Eng. Albina Assis 
Africano, used the occasion to address some words of 
praise and recognition for the role of women in society, in 
particular the important contribution that women make in 
the economic, social and cultural context in Africa and 
Angola. “While men and women do not recognise that they are 

similar, while they do not respect each other as people 
and while from a social, political and economic point of 
view, there is not the slightest difference, human beings 
will be condemned not to see the best thing they have: 
their freedom” – Simone de Beauvoir
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CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL HEROES’ DAY IN BRUSSELS
“THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE” - AGOSTINHO NETO

Following the celebration of National Heroes’ Day, a cultural 
event was sponsored and organised by the Embassy in 
Brussels on 19th September.
The event commemorated the birthday of the founder and 
first President of the Republic of Angola, Dr. António Agostinho 
Neto and was attended by Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão. 
In her speech, the Ambassador paid tribute to Agostinho 
Neto, describing him as "a man whose unique life succeeded 
in bringing together everyone’s desires within a single ideal, 
paving the way for a new page in the history of our country."
She also emphasised that "in spite of all adversity, such as 
persecution and imprisonment, his courage and determination 
always led him on the path of the struggle for freedom, 
independence and social justice."
The ceremony was notably attended by Professor Paulette 
Pierson-Mathy, Professor at the Free University of Brussels 
(ULB), founder and one of the figures from the “Comite 
Contre le Colonialisme et L'Apartheid” (Committee against 
Colonialism and Apartheid), which President Agostinho 
Neto embraced during his visit to Belgium in 1973.
Also present was Ambassador Luís Kiambata, former 
fighter and ardent nationalist, who carried out important 
functions in the state and who was recognised for his diplo-
matic career.
Also in attendance were the Secretary-General of the ACP 
Member States (Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific), Patrick 
Gomes, the Ambassadors of the CPLP and SADC Member 
Countries, diplomats based in Belgium, senior officials from 
the European Union and other distinguished guests, as well 
as representatives from the associations and from the 
Angolan community in Belgium and Luxembourg, as well as 
officials and employees of the mission.

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

Born on 17th September 1922, in Kaxicane, Agostinho 
Neto died on 10th September 1979 in Moscow, after dedi-
cating his entire life to the causes of the weakest and most 
oppressed people.

Ambassador Luis António Kiambata, Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão, Prof. Paulette Pierson 
Mathy and the moderator of the conference, Mr. Pedro Fernandes

“ONE PEOPLE, ONE NATION”
 

“António Agostinho Neto was a man of determination, 
faith and profound conviction that it is always worth 
fighting for causes in which we believe”.
Elizabeth Simbrão

Cultural Event, Brussels

As a doctor, statesman and poet, he proclaimed Angola’s 
independence on 11th November 1975, following many 
years of Portuguese colonisation, and was also linked to the 
liberation struggles of Zimbabwe and Namibia and the end 
of Apartheid in South Africa.
National Heroes’ Day has been a national holiday since 
1980, and celebrates Agostinho Neto’s significant contribu-
tion to defending noble causes relating to the “liberation of 
Angola and the African Continent”.


