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Joint Way Forward

 MINISTERIAL MEETING BETWEEN ANGOLA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION STRENGTHENS SPIRIT OF COOPERATION

                  Newsletter of the Angolan Embassy in Brussels

The 2nd Ministerial Meeting, within the Angola–EU Joint Way 
Forward Agreement, a framework aimed at promoting dialogue 
and cooperation, based on common-interest principles and 
directives, was held in Luanda, on 18 to 19 November. Topics 
such as Peace and Security, Human Rights and Migration, 
Economic Growth and Sustainable Development, Energy, 
Research and Innovation and Climate Changes were 
addressed at this meeting.
The Ministerial Meeting was chaired on the Angolan side, by 
Job Graça, Minister of Planning and Territorial Development, 
and on the European Union side by Jean Asselborn, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, on behalf 
of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, Federica Mogherini.
Both parties reiterated their commitment to achieving the goals 
established in the Agreement and approved a Joint Action Plan 
that will enable monitoring the various programmes.

ACTION PLAN INCLUDES A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES
THE NEXT MEETING SHALL TAKE PLACE IN BRUSSELS IN THE SECOND HALF OF 2016

The Action Plan will be discussed between the parties until the end of the year

Upon the signing of the "Joint Way Forward" Agreement in July 2012, Angola and the European 
Union have agreed to raise their relations to a new level, discussing common-interest issues 
through a permanent and inclusive process of dialogue and cooperation, across various fields 
and responsibility tiers.

Central Luanda
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UNIÃO EUROPEIA E ANGOLA JUNTOS NA PROMOÇÃO DA PAZ E SEGURANÇA

The European Union praised the efforts undertaken by 
Angola as a non-permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council, as well as its performance in the Presi-
dency of the International Conference on the Great Lakes 
Region. The parties reaffirmed their common interest in 
maintaining a wide-ranging dialogue on Peace and Securi-
ty, exploring areas of cooperation in the management of 
crises in Africa and in other regions. The EU praised Angola 
for its dedication to African regional affairs and for its 
expressed will to play an active role in matters of interna-
tional Peace and Security.

Great Lakes Region
Angola and the EU expressed their concerns regarding 
the political and humanitarian crisis in Burundi, and reiterat-
ed the urgent need to defuse the tension in the country, by 
promoting an inclusive dialogue between the conflicting 
parties. The roles played by the African Union and by the 
United Nations in the conducting of this process were high-
lighted. With regard to the Central African Republic, the 
entities reaffirmed their support for the holding of presiden-
tial and legislative elections before the end of the year, in 
accordance with the constitutional dispositions of the 
African Charter on Democracy. Both the European Union 
and Angola are committed to ensuring the continuity of the 
Maritime Security Plan for the Great Lakes Region, having 
highlighted the results achieved at the Angola Maritime & 
Energy Security Conference held last October in Luanda.

Presidency of the Kimberley Process
The EU congratulated Angola on the programme it 
outlined during its Presidency of the Kimberley Process 
Certification System (KPCS) and complimented the coun-
try's commitment to the implementation of Voluntary Princi-
ples on Security and Human Rights. Emphasis was given to 
the spirit of unity that the country has promoted between 
Governments and Civil Society, highlighting the need to 
strengthen the collaboration between KPCS and other 
organisations, such as the Financial Action Group and 
Interpol. The EU also expressed its recognition of Angola’s 
vast experience in the artisanal and industrial mining of 
diamonds, and of the fact that the country has spared no 
efforts to ensure the valorisation and credibility of the 
sector.
The KPCS mechanism aims at preventing the use of illegal 
traffic to finance armed conflicts, which discredits the lawful 
raw diamond market.

Jean Asselborn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, praised the 
Angolan efforts for the promotion of Peace and Security.

EU and Angola together in the Promotion of Peace and Security

The Angolan Delegation during the work session

The Minister of Planning and Territorial Development, Job Graça, reaffirmed the commitment of 
the Angola’s Government to insure Peace and Security.

“"Human rights are enshrined in the UN Charter.The interpretation is the 
same for everyone and it is no diverse in Angola " 

Minister Job Graça
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ANGOLA AND EU TOGETHER IN THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND MIGRATION WERE ALSO ON THE AGENDA

The work session addressed issues related to Good 
Governance, Human Rights and Migration. The parties 
reaffirmed their commitment towards full respect for the 
International Conventions they have ratified, and the EU 
offered its support and congratulated Angola for the reforms 
that the country has adopted in view of the consolidation of 
the Rule of Law.
Statements were made reaffirming the need for regular 
dialogue pursuant to article 8 of the Cotonou Agreement 
and under the Angola–EU Joint Way Forward Agreement, 
concluded in July 2012.
Regarding the problem of Migration, and the fact that over 
one million refugees have entered Europe, the parties 
reaffirmed their commitment to work together in the fields of 
border management, combating of document fraud, human 
trafficking, illegal immigration, money laundering, organised 
crime and terrorism.
The EU applauded Angola's interest in taking part in the 
Seaport Co-operation Programme (SEACOP) and congrat-
ulated the country for its contribution within the framework 
of the FRONTEX programme.
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The economic growth recorded in Angola over the last few 
years and the policies aimed at integrating its economy into 
regional and international markets earned the EU's recogni-
tion.
The commitment to the Diversification of the Economy, in 
accordance with the National Development Plan (NDP) for 
2013-2017, and in line with the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, deserved support from the EU, which expressed its 
willingness to provide the necessary means to allow the 
country to achieve its goals.
The contributions of the SADC's Free Trade Protocol, the 
Tripartite Free Trade Area and the EU-SADC Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) for the creation of a frame-
work that favours the promotion of trade development, with a 
view to ensuring an inclusive and sustainable growth were 
highlighted. The parties applauded the growth in trade 
relations between the EU and Angola over the past decade, 
from 4000 million euros in 2004 to 16,000 million euros in 
2014.
Both parties further recognised the importance of coopera-
tion for development, and expressed great satisfaction for 
the implementation of the National Indicative Programme, on 
27 October 2015. Mentions were made to the EU's support 
in strategic areas of Education, Vocational Training and 
Employability, Agriculture, Basic Sanitation and for a set of 

  

measures taken in the interest of Civil Society.
The funds allocated within the scope of the 11th FED have 
also contributed to help fight poverty and reduce social 
inequality.
The benefits that the European Investment Bank (EIB) has 
granted the country, by financing projects of a strategic 
interest for social and economic development were empha-
sised. To this end, a seminar is scheduled to be held by the 
EIB in Luanda, during the first quarter of 2016, within the 
scope of the existing co-operation agreement.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
INTELLIGENT AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH

Angola and the EU expressed their commitment to 
co-operate in the promotion of good governance, 
development of institutional capacity, the transparent 
and responsible management of resources and the 
promotion of international legislation in matters 
related to Human Rights.

Work Session with elements of the Angolan and EU Delegations

Ministers Job Graça and Jean Asselborn presided over the Ministerial Meeting
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
INVESTMENT IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT

Research and innovation were pointed to as essential 
factors to increase competitiveness, with a view to boost 
social and economic development and reduce poverty 
levels.
The EU praised the holding, in 2016, of an Informative 
Session on the topic "Horizon 2020", which will be dedicated 
to the European Programme for Research and Innovation. 
This and other initiatives constitute unmistakable evidence 
that Angola intends, through the programme launched by 
the Ministry of Science and Technology, to conduct the 
fundamental work towards modernising the country, by 
adopting EU's best practices.

 

The Energy Sector and the mitigation of – and adjustment 
to – Climate Change are two unavoidable topics for the 
general development of society. Therefore, the EU and 
Angola once again highlighted the need to develop forms of 
co-operation in areas such as energy security, efficiency 
and diversification.
Access to energy in urban and rural areas, particularly the 
development of the sector of renewable energy, were on 
the agenda, as were other topics related to the promotion of 
the environment and sustainable development.
The Parties reiterated their intention to intensify the 
exchanging of experiences in Emission Control and Carbon 
Markets, namely through the conducting of technical 
missions.

Dialogue on the topic of natural disasters and the 
exchanging of experiences on sustainable forest manage-
ment shall go on, as will the regular exchange of information and 
search for synergies within the Conference of the Parties 
(COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention. 
The promotion of the so-called Green Economy is a global 
challenge and Angola and the EU are committed to continu-
ing their efforts in this endeavour.
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Ministro Job Graça discursa junto à mesa

EU Delegation at the Meeting

ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGES
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Ministry of Foreign A�airs of Luxembourg, Jean Asselborn, during his speech

Members of the Angolan Delegation present at the meeting

Audience present at the Meeting

Angola and the European Union will meet again at the 
next Ministerial Meeting, to be held during the second 
half of 2016, in Brussels.

NATURAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT
FOREST MANAGEMENT


