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 NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE
 PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC BELIEVES IN THE ABILITY OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES OF 2016  

                  QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ANGOLAN EMBASSY IN BRUSSELS

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, French Minister of Foreign A�airs
Laurent Fabius, French President François Hollande

“Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão pointed out that the country's path towards development must pass through social justice 
and a vibrant, decentralised and diversified economy. In this regard, she highlighted the extraordinary work being carried out 
by the President, José Eduardo dos Santos, “for the construction of a free, equal and modern society, based on a sustainable 
and inclusive development model”.

“The State, families, churches, non-governmental organi-
sations and civil society as a whole must cooperate and 
work together for the sake of the harmonious and sustain-
able development of the country and for a united society 
that values well-being”

“It is necessary to maintain peace and stability in the coun-
try, to consolidate democracy and the State's institutions 
and to ensure freedom of creation and expression, so that 
the construction of the social well-being is the joint work of 
all”.

 José Eduardo dos Santos
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The President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, 
called on the creativity and efficiency of the Angolan people 
in his New Year's address, appearing confident that the 
adversities brought on by the current economic environ-
ment will be overcome.
José Eduardo dos Santos reaffirmed the need to diversify 
the economy and pointed out that there is a lot to be done: 
“For long we have been speaking about diversifying the 
economy, but very little has been done; even so, it is better 
to begin late than not at all”.
He remarked that the country is going through a difficult 
moment, due to the lower income brought about by the drop 
in oil prices in international markets, and proclaimed the 
need to adjust the Government's programmes and plans in 
order to successfully take on the challenges of the upcom-
ing year.
In this regard, he declared that it is necessary to “accelerate 
the development of the sectors of agriculture, fishing, 
tourism, and several industries, such as timber, mining and 
food production, promoting local production and trade”.
He reiterated that, in order for the whole process of recov-
ery and economic development to take place smoothly, it is 
“essential to improve the management of public finances 
and also to improve and strengthen internal order and secu-
rity”.
On the social aspect, he stated that it is necessary to “main-
tain peace and stability in the country, to consolidate 
democracy and the State's institutions and to ensure 
freedom of creation and expression, so that the construc-
tion of the social well-being is the joint work of all”.
José Eduardo dos Santos also considers that it is important 
to maintain and deepen the good relationships established 
with neighbouring countries, in order to ensure peace, 
security and stability.
After praising the Angolan people's spirit of confidence, 
courage and determination, which emerged at various 
important moments in its history, José Eduardo dos Santos 
stressed the need to invest in the development of citizens, 
particularly on a moral level: “Our greatest concern must 
increasingly focus on recovering and enhancing moral 
values and on developing our personal qualities as well as 
our professional skills”.
He also advocated the importance of cordial and peaceful 
human relations and mutual respect in society, which will 
ultimately lead to public order and tranquillity, crucial to 
allow “each one to take control of their life and affirm their 
citizenship”.
The President once again stated that “the State, families, 
churches, non-governmental organisations and civil society 
as a whole must cooperate and work together for the sake 
of the harmonious and sustainable development of the 
country and for a united society, that values well-being”.

NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC BELIEVES IN THE ABILITY OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES OF 2016 

The President of the Republic of Angola, José Eduardo dos  Santos

"We know that young people want to see every-
thing solved overnight. This was the case with all 
previous generations. We are an independent 
country, respected and admired by many because 
of the good work of its People, and particularly of 
its youth.”

“Politics is not a game in which anything goes. It 
presupposes respect for your fellow man and for 
ethical, moral and civic principles. Fortunately, 
from peaceful and democratic political e�orts, 
emerged a modern Constitution, adjusted to our 
reality and that establishes how we must organise 
the State, society and economy.

José Eduardo dos Santos, President of the Republic

The President, José Eduardo dos Santos, the First Lady, Ana Paula dos Santos, and the Vice 
President of the Republic, Manuel Vicente
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2ND ANGOLA-EU MINISTERIAL MEETING HELD IN LUANDA

The 2nd Ministerial Meeting, within the Angola-EU Joint 
Way Forward Agreement, a platform aimed at promoting 
dialogue and cooperation, based on common-interest 
principles and directives, was held in Luanda, on 18 and 19 
November. The meeting covered topics such as Peace and 
Security, Human Rights and Migration, Economic Growth 
and Sustainable Development, Energy, Research and Inno-
vation and Climate Change.
The Ministerial Meeting was chaired on the Angolan side by 
Dr. Job Graça, Minister of Planning and Territorial Develop-
ment and on the European Union side by Dr. Jean Assel-
born, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, on behalf of the High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini.
Both parties reiterated their commitment to achieving the 
goals established in the 'Angola-EU Joint Way Forward 
Agreement' and approved a Joint Action Plan that will allow 
monitoring the various programmes.

City of Luanda

  

“Angola and the EU expressed their commitment to 
cooperating for the strengthening of a democratic politi-
cal culture, the development of institutional capacity, a 
transparent and responsible management of public 
assets and the promotion of international legislation in 
matters related to Human Rights”.

improved climate-smart technologies, and the strengthening 
of disaster preparation.
The event was attended by the Head of the Angolan 
Mission to the European Union, Elizabeth Simbrão, mem-
bers of the Diplomatic Mission and senior officials of the 
European Commission.

 

  

ANGOLA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION SIGN THE 2014-2020 NATIONAL INDICATIVE PROGRAMME

On the 26th October, in Luxembourg, Angola and the 
European Union signed the '2014-2020 National Indicative 
Programme'.
This Programme is enrolled in the 11th EDF (European 
Development Fund) and will allow the allocation of 210 
million euros in development and cooperation actions.¨
This document, signed by the Minister of Planning and 
Territorial Development and National EDF Coordinator, Job 
Graça, and by the European Commissioner for Internation-
al Cooperation and Development, Neven Mimica, will focus 
primarily on Vocational Training, Higher Education, Agricul-
ture, Water and Basic Sanitation.
The program also includes measures in favour of civil 
society and human rights, with a view to enhancing and 
supporting the emergence of an organised civil society.
EU support for technical and vocational education and 
higher education will strengthen the structures of both 
systems, ensuring coordination between them. It will extend 
the training offer and improve equity in access, with a view 
to promoting the advancement of females, newly literates 
and the rural population.
EU support for the agricultural sector will promote sustain-
able agriculture, improving food safety 
and nutrition security for the most vulnerable agricultural 
households. It will also enhance the resilience of smallholder 
farmers and households, through the adoption of 

 

 

The Minister of Planning and Territorial Development and National European Development Fund 
Coordinator, Job Graça, and the European Commissioner for International Cooperation and 
Development, Neven Mimica. The Head of the Angolan Mission to the European Union, Elizabeth 
Simbrão, and senior officials of the European Commission.
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In December, 195 countries from around the world, inclu- 
ding an ACP States Delegation, met in Paris for the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP21) and reached 
a historic agreement, materialised in the signing of a univer-
sal treaty against climate change and global warming.
Both Developed and Developing Countries took on the joint 
obligation to revise the current economic model with the 
aim of reducing CO2 and greenhouse gas emissions. The 
French Minister of Foreign Affairs and President of COP21, 
Laurent Fabius, said that “the Paris Agreement has been 
adopted and it will enable us to do great things”.
The main goal is to prevent the currently estimated 2ºC rise 
in global temperature until the end of the 21st century, by 
making every possible effort to keep temperatures from 
rising above the levels recorded in the pre-industrial era, i.e. 
below 1.5°C. Moreover, the Agreement also contains a set 
of intentions aimed at reducing the consumption of fossil 
fuels, such as coal, oil and gas.
The French President, François Hollande, the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, the US 
Secretary of State, John Kerry, and other figures of world 
diplomacy did not hide their immense satisfaction for what 
was unanimously considered “an unparalleled diplomatic 
effort and a well-earned corollary to nearly two decades of 
Climate Summits”. The Paris Agreement is supported by 
the Lima-Paris Action Agenda (LPAA), an initiative led by 

CLIMATE SUMMIT APPROVES HISTORICAL AGREEMENT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE

  

planning the creation of an Agency tasked withstrengthening 
national capacity in terms of research, technology transfer, 
collaboration and support for the initiatives that will be financed 
within the scope of climate change mitigation and adaptation, 
through projects already identified in the National Adaptation 
Plan.
With the support of FAO, a climate resilience project for 
agricultural and livestock production is also planned for the 
provinces of Bié, Huambo, Huíla and Malange, which will 
hopefully be extended to the entire country. Another project will 
be implemented, under the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), aimed at protecting coastal areas. Still in 
the field of climate change, a project aimed at reducing the 
burning of forest cover and the consumption of coal made from 
plant biomass is scheduled for 2016. To this end, supervisory 
and educational actions will be carried out to increase 
resilience and promote best practices.

France, Peru, the UN Secretary-General and the Secretari-
at of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).Once adopted, the Agreement shall be 
kept at the UN headquarters in New York, and will be avail-
able for signing from 22 January 2016. The Agreement is 
expected to enter into force in 2020, when at least 55 coun-
tries, representing 55% of the world's carbon emissions, 
have submitted their ratification documents.

ANGOLA WILL BE INVESTING 12,000 MILLION EUROS IN THE MITIGATION OF, AND ADAPTATION TO, CLIMATE CHANGE

The Angolan government is planning to invest 12,000 million 
dollars to combat risks arising from climate changes, which 
threaten nearly 31.8% of the national territory.
With the adoption of the New Global Agreement on Climate 
Change, “Angola must make efforts to mitigate and combat 
climate change in support of sustainable development”. This 
important challenge, reiterated last December in Paris, entails 
the implementation of a set of measures to ensure the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gas emissions and the impact of climate 
changes on economic development and on the very geomor-
phology of the country.
In order to mitigate the extreme vulnerability of some of the 
regions of its territory, the Angolan government is planning to 
invest about 12,000 million dollars in areas such as agriculture, 
preservation of coastal areas, land use, and the sustainable 
management of forests and ecosystems. With this, Angola 
also intends to reiterate its commitment to a path of growth and 
development for future generations, commencing by making 
changes to its current National Strategy. The Government
intends to eliminate risks arising from climate phenomena, 
which affect about 31.8% of the territory. To this aim, it is 

The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs Laurent Fabius 
and the French President François Hollande.
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30TH SESSION OF THE ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

The 30th Session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly was held in December, co-presided by MEP 
Louis Michel (ALDE, BE) and Jamaican legislator Fitz A. 
Jackson. Angola was represented by a Delegation headed 
by MP Virgílio Fontes Pereira.
After four decades of cooperation between ACP countries 
and the European Union, the agenda included topics such 
as the conflict in Burundi, the Climate Summit (COP21) and 
the phenomenon of Migration, among others. During the 
meeting, highlight was given to the importance of dialogue 
and understanding between the parties, which must trans-
late into “development and economic, trading and financial 
cooperation between ACP countries and the European 
Union”.
On the topic of Migration, Human Rights and Refugees, it 
was reiterated that a joint strategy must be adopted to 
combat the scourge that cyclically affects both the African 
Continent and Europe. Emphasis was put on the idea that 
the EU must continue to contribute to the effort of democra-
tising the underdeveloped countries where these problems 
typically stem from. Although it is consensual that this prob-
lem must be tackled at its origin, it was also expressed that 
the situation requires an effort in solidarity by receiving 
countries.
On the topic of Climate Change, particularly on necessary 
specific actions, it was reiterated that these require proper 
funding, as without it, not much will be accomplished.

The ongoing conflict in Burundi was also addressed, and an 
urgent appeal was made to the country's authorities to 
ensure security in the territory and preserve the fundamen-
tal rights and the freedom of its people. There was also an 
appeal for support from the International Community and 
the EU to address the situation of Burundi refugees who 
have sought shelter in neighbouring countries over recent 
years.

. 

  

30th Session of the ACP-Eu Joint Parliamentary Assembly

MINISTERIAL MEETING ON THE POLITICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE EU AND THE COMMUNITY FOR 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

A Ministerial Meeting was held in Luxembourg on 27 
October, on the EU-SADC Political Dialogue, within the 
framework of the Berlin Initiative, launched in 1994.
The meeting was co-presided by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, J. Asselborn 
and by the Minister of Finance and Development of Botswa-
na and Chairman of the SADC Council of Ministers, 
Kenneth Matambo.
The parties stressed the importance of ensuring sustain-
able and inclusive growth and welcomed the fact that their 
agendas have many converging points, revealing common 
interests. Through political dialogue and based on the 
partnership established, the discussion was mainly focused 
on fostering common mechanisms to generate investment, 
increase employment and promote economic growth. 
Promoting stability, peace and security were also identified 
as priorities and other issues were addressed, such as 
climate change and the phenomenon of migration. The 
SADC thanked the ongoing support provided by the EU and 
expressed confidence in the future success of the synergis-
tic relationship that the two parties have built over the years. 
The African organisation stated that growth and develop

  

ment in Africa will undoubtedly require its further industriali-
sation and the construction of new infrastructures in the 
Continent, stressing the importance that the European 
Investment Bank has had and will continue to have in this 
regard.
With regard to Economic Partnership Agreements, the 
parties pointed out that 11 of the 15 SADC Member States 
have made commitments to the EU, and that preparations 
for their implementation have already begun.
 

Presidency of the EU-SADC Ministerial Meeting
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CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ANGOLAN INDEPENDENCE
“PALAIS DES COLONIES” WAS THE VENUE CHOSEN FOR THE OFFICIAL RECEPTION IN BRUSSELS

As part of the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Ango-
lan Independence, on 12 November, the Angolan Embassy 
to the Kingdom of Belgium held an official reception at the 
Palais des Colonies in Brussels, which was attended by the 
Diplomatic Corps and by Representatives of the Diaspora 
and Angolan Associations in Belgium.
The event was also attended by eminent personalities, 
such as the Secretary-General of the ACP Group of States 
(Africa, Caribbean and Pacific), Dr. Patrick Gomes, Senior 
Officials of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the 
different EU Institutions, Ambassadors to the Kingdom 
Belgium and to the European Union, MEPs and Represen-
tatives of international organisations present in Brussels, as 
well as members of the Angolan community residing in the 
jurisdiction.
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão, who began by thanking 
the presence of all attendants, recalled the importance of 
the Peace and Stability achieved by the country after four 
decades of National Independence.
The Ambassador pointed out that the Country's path 
towards development must pass through social justice and 
a vibrant, decentralised and diversified economy. In this 
regard, she highlighted the extraordinary work being carried 
out by the President, José Eduardo dos Santos, “for the 

  

Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Angolan Independence, in Brussels

construction of a free, equal and modern society, based on 
a sustainable and inclusive development model”. During 
her speech, Elizabeth Simbrão also stressed the important 
role that Angola has played on a Regional and International 
level, namely within the African Union, in relations with the 
European Union and as a Non-Permanent Member of the 
Security Council of the United Nations.
This exceptional event, characterised by a very convivial 
atmosphere, was graced by a performance by Angolan 
gospel singer Anabela Aya.

  

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

The Angola Embassy to Luxembourg held a cultural event 
in Lintgen to celebrate the 40th anniversary of national 
independence. The guests included prominent figures, 
such as the CPLP Ambassadors in Luxembourg, senior 
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, representatives of 
the European Investment Bank, the Luxembourg Chamber 
of Commerce, journalists, diaspora associations in Luxem-
bourg and members of the Angolan community residing in 
the country.
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão hosted the celebration, 
which was enlivened by a number of musical performances 
and a fashion show by Angolan designer Vicky Muzadi.
In her speech, the Ambassador recalled the efforts of the 
Angolan government over the past four decades, stressing 
the importance of investing in diversifying the economy and 
promoting entrepreneurship, with a view to reducing pover-
ty.
Elizabeth Simbrão highlighted a firm commitment towards 
the valorisation of the Primary Sector and Industry, and 
stressed the importance of promoting Employment and 
Vocational Training for the development of society.

  

“The 40th anniversary of our independence, which we 
now remember and celebrate, serves the main purpose 
of remembering the long and difficult path we have 
trodden towards progress”.

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão and other guests

CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ANGOLAN INDEPENDENCE IN LUXEMBOURG



COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

page 8

 
Newsletter

19-year-old Whitney Shikongo Abreu, from the province 
of Huíla, was crowned Miss Angola 2015, standing out 
among a group of 25 finalists hailing from the 18 provinces 
of the country and the diaspora.
Born in the Municipality of Gambos, the new Miss Angola is 
a Student in the 11th year, in a Humanities Course, and is 
described by her family and friends as “a simple and fun 
young woman”.
Whitney Shikongo was also awarded the title of Miss 
Congeniality, whereas the titles of 1st and 2nd Runner-Up 
went, respectively, to Andreia Dias, born in Luanda and 
Miriam Rodrigues, representing the diaspora in the UK.
The student will represent the country at the Miss Universe 
pageant, which has once already been won by an Angolan, 
Leila Lopes in 2011.
The gala was held on 12 December, at the Belas Confer-
ence Centre in Luanda, and was attended by the President 
of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos and the First 
Lady, Ana Paula dos Santos.

WHITNEY SHIKONGO ABREU ELECTED MISS ANGOLA 2015

Miss Angola 2015, Whitney Shikongo Abreu

Angolan sailors Matias Moutinho and Paixão Afonso have 
qualified for the 2016 Olympic Games, which will be held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The Angolan duo achieved a great feat, by qualifying for the 
world's most important sailing event.
The 470 class sailors secured one of the positions up for 
grabs in the qualifying rounds held in the waters of Cape 
Town, in South Africa. The sailors, guided by Nikos Drou-
gas, stood out for the regularity demonstrated in the races 
they entered, showing a very positive performance in all 
wind and sea conditions, finishing 6th overall in the champi-
onship.
The duo Artur Francisco and Edivaldo Torres also partici-
pated in representation of the national team, but did not do 
as well.
In terms of teams, Angola came up 2nd overall, thus fulfill-
ing the goals set by the technical team and the Federation.
Nuno Gomes, Vice President of the Angolan Sailing Feder-
ation, did not hide his satisfaction, having stated that “This 
qualification is the result of a lot of hard work and dedica-
tion”.

.

  

Aside from sailing, the Angolan women's senior handball 
team and the national swimming team, through swimmer 
Pedro Pinotes, have also qualified for the upcoming Olym-
pics.

  

ANGOLAN SAILING TEAM QUALIFIES FOR THE 2016 OLYMPIC GAMES
NATIONAL SAILORS IN GREAT FORM AT CAPE TOWN

Images of one of the races that gave the Angolan duo's their qualification

“Positive results in national sports are the result of more 
and better conditions for the practice of sports.”


