
Presidente de Angola- 

pg xx

 

pg xx

pg 6

pg xx

PTPT
PT

pg 3

ANGO    NOUVELLES
NewsletterNewsletterEN

D

PRESIDENT JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS CONGRATULATED
BY THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ACCREDITED IN ANGOLA

                                   Quarterly Newsletter of the Angolan Embassy in Brussels

The World Bank predicts economic growth of around 3.3% for Angola in 2016, according 
to its report recently published in Washington entitled “Global Economic Perspectives”. 

Lúcio Lara and Agostinho Neto: two key figures in the process of the liberation and emancipation of the Angolan people, and 
an example to be followed by current and future generations in valuing peace and prosperity.
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ANGOLA HAS LOST ONE OF ITS ICONS IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM

President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVES MEASURES TO MITIGATE
 EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS

Meeting of the Council of Ministers

The Committee of ACP-EU Ambassadors recognised, during the meeting of 4th March 
in Brussels, that the 2030 World Development Programme will have a considerable 
impact on ACP-EU relations.
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PRESIDENT JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS CONGRATULATED BY THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ACCREDITED 
IN ANGOLA

The President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, 
received the representatives of the Diplomatic Corps 
accredited in Angola at the Presidential Palace in the 
Cidade Alta, during the usual new year celebration ceremo-
ny, which takes place in January. 
In his speech, the President said that in the global and 
plural world in which we live, consultation, dialogue and 
negotiation, motivated by a strong political will, should be 
the primary factor for rapprochement and relationships 
between the states and nations - "The world is going 
through a period of economic and financial crisis, which is 
exacerbated by the proliferation of conflicts and local and 
sub-regional wars, with serious humanitarian and material 
consequences which it is necessary to fight against.” The 
conflicts in the Middle East and the intensification of terror-
ism are examples of this, which have grabbed the interest 
of the international community. José Eduardo dos Santos 
has said that there is an urgent need to achieve a compre-
hensive solution that is capable of putting an end to situa-
tions of political and humanitarian crisis in various regions 
of the planet. In this sense, he called for dialogue and toler-
ance in the belief that the prevalence of reason and 
common sense is the key to the resolution of problems 
affecting humanity today. An analysis of the problems on 
the African continent drew attention to the crises and 
conflicts in Libya, Mali, the Central African Republic, Sudan, 
South Sudan, Somalia, and Burundi. In this regard, he said 
that Angola has welcomed his two-year term as President 
of the International Conference of the African Great Lakes 
Region, contributing to the process of resolving conflicts 
affecting these countries - "We hope that holding elections 
in the Central African Republic, which took place under 
acceptable conditions, will  initiate the rapid normalization 
of the life of the country, and that the process of forming a 
government of National Unity in South Sudan will be 
successful and will lead the country to peace and the 
resumption of economic stability".
For the President, peace must be the top priority for all 
countries and on all continents, so as not to jeopardise the 
common destiny of progress, development and harmony 
among populations. 
At the same ceremony, speaking on behalf of the diplomatic 
corps, the Ambassador of Cuba, Gisela Rivera, said that 
Angola is going through a difficult period due to the fall in 
the price of oil, but that she believes, however, in a rapid 
economic recovery.

  

For this reason, the Ambassador expressed total readiness 
to support the efforts of the Angolan government in favour 
of the economic stabilisation of the country and in develop-
ing the strategy for the diversification of the economy.
In her speech, she also highlighted the importance and the 
role of Angola in the international arena, boosting the 
capacity for dialogue and influence of the country, 
reinforced by the election as a temporary member of the UN 
Security
Council for the years 2015/2016, the presidency of the 
International Conference for the Great Lakes Region and 
the presence on the Advisory Committee of the United 
Nations for security in Central Africa.
On behalf of everyone, Gisela Rivera thanked the Govern-
ment and Angolan people for their hospitality and congratu-
lated Angola for its 40 years of independence “obtained at 
great sacrifice, and for the continued efforts in the resolu-
tion of conflicts and the pursuit of peace in the region”.

 

  

 “Our country remains stable from a political and social point of view, with an increasing consolidation 
of unity and national reconciliation.” - José Eduardo dos Santos

President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos.
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVES MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS 
GOVERNMENT WANTS TO ELIMINATE STRONG FISCAL DEPENDENCE ON PETROLEUM PROD-

The Council of Ministers, under the guidance of the Presi-
dent of the Republic, adopted a series of measures with the 
aim of addressing the current economic crisis caused by 
the sharp fall in oil prices in the international market. In this 
sense, activities will be carried out within the fiscal, mone-
tary, trade and economic development areas, with the aim 
of mitigating the constraints arising from the shortage of 
foreign currency.
To ensure the recovery of the economy, the government 
has planned a "controlled expansion of deficits and debts". 
Increasing and improving the efficiency and effectiveness 
of private investment, promoting exports, reprogramming 
the payment of public debt, increasing tax revenue from 
nonpetroleum products, optimising public expenditure and 
rationalising the importation of goods and services are 
some of the strategy guidelines adopted.
The Minister of Territorial Planning and Development, Job 
Graça, affirmed that with this strategy "the intention is to 
start a new cycle of stability and non-dependence on oil” 
through the diversification of tax revenues and elimination 
of the relative weight of petroleum products in the same 
revenue.

  

The Minister of Finance, Armando Manuel, highlighted the 
importance of private investment to generate resources and 
maximise exports. Armando Manuel also affirmed that the 
reduction in national revenue would force the diversification 
of external financial resources He recalled that last year the 
international devaluation of oil resulted in a reduction of 
about 5.1 thousand million Euros in tax revenue for the 
country.

 

  

 

  

ANGOLA EQUALS NIGERIA AND IS THE LARGEST PRODUCER OF OIL IN AFRICA

Last February, Angola equalled Nigeria in oil production, 
becoming the largest producer of oil in Africa. This informa-
tion was revealed in the latest OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) report.
According to this organization,  Angolan production in 
February increased by about 4.8 thousand barrels per day 
compared to January, contrary to the general trend in 
OPEC countries that have experienced a sharp drop in the 
order of 175 thousand barrels per day, reaching global 
production at 32.28 million barrels in the second month of 
this year.
Angola continues to register a significant volume of exports 
for the Chinese market, which is the 3rd largest provider 
(behind Saudi Arabia and Russia) and for India, which 
registered a record volume of imports in February.
The report does not alter expectations for the demand for 
crude oil this year, which is expected to increase by 1.25 
million barrels per day, with an average of 94,23 million 
barrels per day. However, OPEC reviewed expectations for 
the demand for petroleum produced by its members in 

 

  

 

2016.  Thus, the demand for oil from OPEC will be, on aver-
age, 31.52 million barrels per day this year, which 
represents a decline of 90 thousand barrels per day in 
relation to the estimate made in the previous month, but 
even so, a rise of 1.8 million barrels a day compared to 
2015.
 

 

  

 

  

Oil platform 

Meeting of the Council of Ministers
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WORLD BANK PREDICTS ECONOMIC GROWTH  IN ANGOLA IN 2016
 

The World Bank predicts a growth rate for Angola of 
around 3.3% in 2016 This is what the report entitled “Gener-
al Economic Outlook”, recently published in Washington, 
suggests. Unlike what happened last year, in which the 
forecasts had to be revised downwards due to the fall in 
revenue from petroleum products, the State Budget, which 
was approved last December anticipates a Growth in GDP 
of 3.3%, and a budget deficit of 5.5%, which is 0.7% lower 
than last year. The World Bank report is in line with these 
estimates.
Despite an improvement in performance over the previous 
year, the Angolan economy is expected to grow this year by 
less than half of the expansion registered before the fall in 
oil prices, slowing down to 6.8% in 2014 to 3% in 2015 and 
3.3% this year.
From a regional perspective, the World Bank report also 
shows that economic activity in sub-Saharan Africa has 
slowed to an average of 3.4% in 2015, below the 4.5% 
registered in the previous year, as a result of the lower cost 
of raw materials coupled with an economic slowdown in 
major trading partners, serious infrastructure difficulties, 
political instability and lack of electrical power, and these 
have been " The weakest economic results in the region 
since 2009”.

  

  

The document indicates that the slowdown in economic 
growth "was more pronounced among oil exporters”, 
namely Angola and Nigeria, the largest exporters in the 
region. However, the prospects are moderately positive, 
and it is expected that "economic growth in the region could 
recover, reaching 4.2% in 2016, to the extent that the prices 
of raw materials stabilise and the supply of electrical energy 
will improve in many countries".

 

  

 

  

ANGOLA CANDIDATE FOR AVERAGE INCOME COUNTRY

The Angolan Minister of Foreign Affairs, Georges Chikoti, 
defended the fact that Angola "has the possibility of transi-
tioning" from the group of least developed countries to a 
country of average income, thanks to its achievements 
since the end of the war. This was what was said at the first 
inter-ministerial meeting regarding the graduation process 
of Angola requested at the Council for Economic Develop-
ment (UNCTAD).
In the opinion of Georges Chikoti, this is a process resulting 
from the efforts of Angola over the 11 years of peace, which 
led the country to achieve economic and political stability, 
continuing “social challenges with determination”.
The meeting on the assessment of objective and subjective 
conditions for the transition from Angola brought together 
the Ministers of Territorial Planning and Development, 
Finance, Economy, Trade, Industry, Agriculture, Fisheries 
and the Secretaries for Economic Affairs and Ministers for 
the Administration of the Territory, Hospitality and Tourism, 
Media, Health and Social Reintegration and the National 
Bank of Angola in the work group.

 

  

 

Among the various milestones achieved by the country, 
Georges Chikoti highlighted the considerable growth in 
GDP per capita (1,190 US Dollars), the reduction in the rate 
of inflation to single digits and the strategy to fight poverty, 
“which allowed it to reduce its rate considerably”. However, 
the Minister is of the opinion that there is still a long way to 
go. Between 2015 and 2018, the country will have to 
achieve some of the Millennium Development Goals set by 
the UN in the areas that still show some delay.
The Interministerial Commission should propose the inclu-
sion of the Ministers of the Territory Administration, Hospi-
tality and Tourism, Media, Health and Social Reintegration 
and the National Bank of Angola in the work group in due 
course.
Within the scope of work to be carried out by this Commis-
sion, some visits to the Republic of Cape Verde and 
Botswana, countries which are already in the average 
income category, have already been carried out.
 

 

 

  

World Bank
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41ST ACP PARLIAMENTARY SESSION  AND JOINT ACP-EU PARLIAMENTARY
ASSEMBLY HELD IN BRUSSELS

The 41st ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the ACP-EU 
Joint Parliamentary Assembly took place between 15th and 
18th March in Brussels.
Political, social and economic issues were under discus-
sion, in which an Angolan Parliamentary Delegation partici-
pated, led by Mr Virgílio de Fontes Pereira. 
Amongst others, issues relating to the improvement of the 
Governance and Decentralisation of the ACP countries, the 
future of the ACP-European Union relationship after 2020, 
the political and security situation in Burundi and Chad, the 
limitations of constitutional presidential mandates were 
discussed. The 12th Regional Meeting of the Group to be 
held in Botswana next April was also discussed in the 
meetings, as well as the 8th Summit of the ACP Group which 
will take place in May and will have as its theme "reposition-
ing the ACP Group to respond to the challenges of Sustain-
able Development". In addition to the cooperation between 
the ACP -EU, the Secretary General of the Group, Patrick 
Gomes, referred to the fact that various modes of coopera-
tion between the Group and other organisations are being 

  

AGENDA 2030 FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WILL HAVE AN IMPACT ON ACP-EU 
COOPERATION

The Committee of ACP-EU recognised, during a meeting 
that took place on 4th March in Brussels, that the 2030 
World Development Programme will have a significant 
impact on ACP-EU relations.
The ACP Group considers that the Programme, in particular 
the 17 Sustainable Development objectives outlined by the 
United Nations, constitute a reference for the Member 
States which should start to align their development strate-
gies with a view to achieving the objectives and targets set.
One of the principal issues within the programme is related 
to environmental preservation, in particular with the Paris 
Agreement of last December with a view to mitigating and 
combating climate change.
Issues such as migration, funding for the Integrated Devel-
opment of ACP Economies, trade cooperation with the EU 
with particular focus on the Economic Partnership Agree-
ments (EPA's) and the conclusions of the 10th Ministerial 
Conference of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) which 
took place in Nairobi in December, should be taken into 
account. 
The Ambassador of the Republic of the Congo, H.E. Roger 
Julien Menga, which has been presiding over the ACP-EU 

Committee since February and until the end of July, high-
lighted the importance of four decades of cooperation 
between the ACP and EU countries and the continuation of 
the work which has been carried out to date. Adaptation to 
the current international circumstances and the require-
ment of an increasingly global world require the implemen-
tation of adjustmentsIn this sense, he believes that the 8th 
Summit of ACP Heads of State and Government, that will 
take place at the end of May in Papua New Guinea, is of 
particular importance for the future of the Group.

evaluated. In his speech, Patrick Gomes also stressed the 
fact that the Joint Parliamentary Assembly has significant 
political intervention, particularly in cases relating to 
election observation and the prevention and resolution of 
conflicts".

Secretary-General of the ACP Group, Patrick Gomes
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ANGOLA ASSUMES PRESIDENCY OF THE BODY RESPONSIBLE FOR PEACE AND GLOBAL 
SECURITY - UN SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVES AGENDA FOR ANGOLA

The Members of the Security Council adopted on 1st 
March the work agenda that marks the start of the rotating 
presidency of Angola ahead of the body responsible for 
global peace and security.
During the month of March, the country will be the spokes-
man of this body and will coordinate a series of activities 
with the focus on a set of discussions relating to Peace, 
Security and the Preservation of Human Rights. The Ango-
lan agenda will pay particular attention to the political and 
social instability in the African Great Lakes region.  Issues 
relating to the conflicts in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Burundi, South Sudan, The Central African Republic 
and Rwanda will be on the agenda - the promotion of 
dialogue for the defence of human rights and the preserva-
tion and strengthening of natural resources in the region 
are two key priorities.
The role of women in the prevention of conflicts in Africa 
also deserves special attention as one of the debates 
already scheduled for the end of the month. Angola intends 
to conclude its presidency with an informal meeting in which 
Member States and specialists will address the issue of 
food security, with the participation of the Director-General 
of the United Nations for Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), José Graziano da Silva.
Back in January, during the New year Diplomatic Corps 
ceremony, the President of the Republic of Angola, José 
Eduardo dos Santos, promised to do “everything in his 
power" for the country to meet the expectations vested in it 
in the management of issues on the agenda of the United 
Nations.

  

  

José Eduardo dos Santos then reiterated that the world is 
going through a period of economic and financial crisis that 
is exacerbated by the proliferation of conflicts and local and 
sub-regional walls with serious humanitarian consequenc-
es. “The conflicts in the Middle East, for example, and the 
intensification of terrorism in particular, are those that 
deserve the most attention worldwide through their magni-
tude and involvement”, he said, highlighting the urgency to 
find a comprehensive and inclusive solution, capable of 
putting an end to the problems and thus making the stability 
of the entire region viable, and removing the main cause of 
the increase in the number of refugees toward Europe.
José Eduardo dos Santos confirmed that peace must be 
the top priority of all the countries and continents, so as not 
to jeopardise the common destiny "This destination cannot 
be anything other than progress, development and harmo-
ny among peoples".

 

  

 

UN AND EUROPEAN UNION PRAISE ANGOLAN PRESIDENT IN THE KIMBERLEY PROCESS
STRATEGIC VISION OF PRESIDENT JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS CONFIRMED WITH RESULTS

Angola’s performance in the exercise of the Presidency of 
the Kimberley Process deserved positive recognition on the 
part of the senior officials of the United Nations and the 
European Union. They congratulated Angola for its progress 
made in the exercise of its functions, in particular “for peace 
and stability in the world".
The strategic vision of President José Eduardo dos Santos, 
more than a decade ago, called for the creation of a proce-
dure for the certification of raw diamonds was remembered 
and considered significant in the transformation process of 
“blood diamonds” to “diamonds of development and pros-
perity".
The good performance of the Angolan presidency in the 
Kimberley Process, associated with the presence of the 
country in the UN Security and the Presidency of the Inter-
national Conference for the Great Lakes Region were 

 

  

 

recognised as the fruit of commitment and geopolitical 
positioning of Angola in the framework of international 
relations. Over the course of the last year, important steps 
for the strengthening of the three pillars of the Process were 
given, in particular Governments, Industry and Civil Society. 
The technical assistance provided to the Central African 
Republic and the resumption of the export of diamonds 
from the Ivory Coast are an example of this. Also the 
creation of so-called "green zones” is an important step for 
the exploitation of diamonds in favour of the stability of 
economies and citizens. 
During 2016, the Presidency of the Conference shall be 
taken over by the United Arab Emirates.
 

 

  

 

UN Security Council Meeting.
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LUCIO LARA HAS DIED, AN ICON OF THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
ANGOLA HAS LOST ONE OF ITS ICONS IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM

Lúcio Rodrigo Leite Barreto Lara died on 27th February. 
Known by the nickname of Commander Tchiweka, he was 
one of the main figures in the struggle against Portuguese 
colonialism.
Born on 9th April 1923 in the Province of Huambo (old New 
Lisbon), Lúcio Lara was the son of a Portuguese father and 
Angolan mother.
During the 1950s, he started his active political life, in 
Angola and amongst Angolans in exile. In December 1962, 
he was elected Secretary of the organization and management 
of the MPLA, in the party’s first national conference, later 
becoming Secretary General He was, without doubt, one of 
Agostinho Neto’s strong and trustworthy men, having 
fought numerous battles alongside other eminent nationalists 
in the name of the liberation of the Angolan people.
Lúcio Lara was considered a “workman in the struggle for 
independence”, and also held the position of Member of the 
Republican Assembly, always focussing his interventions 
on an enormous sense of state.
He will always be remembered as an icon for the freedom 
and self-determination of the Angolan people.

  

Lúcio Lara and Agostinho Neto were two 
indispensable figures in the process of the 
liberation and emancipation of the Angolan 
people. They are an example to be followed 
by current and future generations for the 
enhancement of peace and prosperity.

55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE START OF THE ARMED FIGHT FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

The 4th February marked the 55th anniversary of the 
beginning of the armed struggle against the Portuguese 
fascist colonial regime. 
The date is an unforgettable milestone in the history of the 
resistance to the colonial regime, which culminated in the 
proclamation of National Independence on 11th November 
1975. The event, which is celebrated throughout the coun-
try in an environment of peace and prosperity, had, as the 
main stage this year, the Province of Cuando Cubango, 
which welcomed the central act of the festivities under the 
motto "We honour the heroes of 4th February, strengthen-
ing national unity".
The ceremonies, chaired by the Minister of Defence, João 
Lourenço, included the opening of several public works, 
including a health clinic in the municipality of Alto Bimbe, a 
water supply unit in Neves and a Secondary School. In 
addition, there was a set of cultural and sporting events, 
which included Angolan cinema and a half marathon under 
the slogan "Escape to the resistance".

  
“ The 4th February 1961 will always remain in the history of the country as an important milestone 
in the African struggle against colonialism.”


