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“Despite the world crisis, with direct influence on regional and sub-regional issues, 
the work carried out is positive.”

Ondjaki, an Angolan writer, was recognised with presentation of the "Littérature –Monde 2016" award in the non French 
literature category for his book “Os Transparentes”. Angolan literature continues to reveal its quality, raising the cultural 
profile of our country.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

PRESIDENT OF ANGOLA MAKES POSITIVE ASSESSMENT 
OF THE WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE ICGLR

8TH SUMMIT OF ACP HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
           

 COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
 ANGOLAN LITERATURE RECEIVES ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL AWARD
  

President José Eduardo dos Santos and Vice-Prime Minister of Belgium, Didier Reynders

“ANGOLA INVESTS” STREAMLINING THE PROCESS
 OF DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ECONOMY

«8th Summit of ACP Heads of State and Government, in Port Moresby Papua New 
Guinea, under the slogan ‘Repositioning the ACP Group to respond to the Challenges of 
Sustainable Change’.
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Angolan literature awarded another international award
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ANGOLA AND BELGIUM REINFORCE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION
 
The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Belgian Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, 
Didier Reynders, was received for an audience with the 
President of the Republic of Angola José Eduardo dos 
Santos on 25th April, as part of a tour including a few 
countries on the African continent.
The meeting, held at the Presidential Palace, served to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and cooperation 
between the two States, discussing issues of common 
interest for the Parties.
This meeting comes in the wake of the Economic Mission of 
Belgium in Angola, held in October 2013, and served to 
deepen and consolidate bilateral cooperation projects 
between the two Member States in the fields of air trans-
port, water treatment, health, waste treatment (refuse) and 
renewable energies, among others.
Diamonds were one of the main topics of discussion, with 
Didier Reynders highlighting the pivotal role of Angola in the 
fight against blood diamonds, praising the work of the 
country in the Kimberley Process. The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter commended the important role played by President José 
Eduardo dos Santos in exercising the Presidency of the 
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region 
(ICGLR), in particular, the efforts made towards resolution 
of the conflict in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Didier Reynders praised Angola’s work on the 
 

  

  

human rights front within the framework of the United 
Nations Security Council.
In addition to the meeting with President José Eduardo dos 
Santos, the delegation headed by the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of Belgium met in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with a 
delegation headed by Minister Georges Chicoty and attend-
ed by the Ambassador of Angola in the Kingdom of 
Belgium, Elizabeth Simbrão and senior officials.

 

  

 

  

 “ANGOLA INVESTS” STREAMLINING THE PROCESS OF THE DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ECONOMY

The effort made by the Government to promote the diver-
sification and development of the economy continues to 
bear fruit. One example of this is the Angola Invests 
Programme, which has already guaranteed the creation of 
65 thousand jobs in agriculture and industry.
Under the Angola Invests umbrella, 468 projects for national 
small and medium companies have already been 
approved, valued at 87,416 million Kwanzas, of which 346 
already have access to commercial credit.
In addition to support from the umbrella of this programme, 
it is important to highlight the significant role of the Credit 
Guarantee Fund (CGF) together with the creditor banks 
that enable this type of operation.
The number of projects approved last year (462 projects) 
had risen by 120 projects compared to 2014 (342 projects), 
as well as a substantial increase in the value of finance 
approved. In a clear attempt to recover domestic produc-
tion, the intention of Angola is to reduce the country's 
dependence on the oil sector, promoting other sectors of 
the economy. The programme also serves to certify the 
companies, especially SMEs, guaranteeing them support 
through specialist consultancy services.
In a recent report, the Instituto Nacional de Apoio às Peque- 

 

  

nas e Médias Empresas (INAPEM - National Institute of 
Support for Small and Medium-Sized Companies) regis-
tered and certified the activity of 11,310 companies and 
provided more than 500 technical consulting actions. Staff 
training has been one of the strengths of the programme, 
the goal of which is to improve the quality of employees 
nationally. From its implementation, the programme guar-
anteed the training of 63,700 employees, including 13,500 
in 2015.

 

  

 

  

José Eduardo dos Santos and Didier Reynders
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PRESIDENT OF ANGOLA MAKES POSITIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE WORK CARRIED OUT 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE GREAT LAKES REGION

The “6th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the 
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region 
(ICGLR)" took place on 14th June with the mission state-
ment of "We accelerate the effective implementation of the 
pact and its protocols for greater democracy and stability in 
the Great Lakes Region". 
The Presidents of South Africa, Republic of the Congo, 
Kenya, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) attended, as well as other distinguished political 
leaders (Vice-Presidents and Prime Ministers), who repre-
sented their countries in Luanda.
The President of Angola and the ICGRL, José Eduardo dos 
Santos, praised the work that has been carried out, particu-
larly assistance with the management and resolution of 
political and humanitarian conflicts.
Despite a world crisis, with direct influence on the regional 
and sub-regional issues, the balance of work carried out 
has been positive.
José Eduardo dos Santos, who accepted an extension to 
his mandate at the ICGRL until 2018, thanked the support 
of various countries and international organisations in 
supporting the work of the ICGRL, in particular France, the 
United States, South Africa and the United Nations, which 
"had been very engaged in the pursuit of values such as 
peace, human rights and political stability". He said that this 
model of cooperation made possible the realisation of 
events such as the "Economic and Investment in the Great 
Lakes Region", which took place in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo in February, allowing for the preparation of 
Economic and Social Development projects in the countries 
within the region.
José Eduardo dos Santos confirmed that only within a 
framework of collective and institutional political and 
economic consolidation, peace, social stability and security 
will it be possible to guarantee sustainable development in 
the region.
The President congratulated Catherine Samba-Panza, the 
ex- President of the Transition Government of the Central 
African Republic, for the successful conclusion of the peace 
process and the electoral process and the electoral process 
in her country, which resulted in the election of the Presi-
dent of the Republic, the Parliament, and the Prime Minis-
ter. In this respect, he stated that the Central African 
Republic had signalled the start of a new era, needing 
support from everyone to promote the national reconstruction 
of the country and the consolidation of its institutions. He 
also congratulated President Joseph Kabila for the way in 
which decisions from the summit on the FDLR had been 
implemented and for the good work in conducting the 
   

  

dialogue for the reconciliation and consolidation of democra-
cy. He congratulated the leaders of South Sudan for the 
successes achieved by the dialogue regarding restoring 
peace and the formation of the Government of National 
Unity.
José Eduardo dos Santos also asked that the dialogue 
should extend to peace in Burundi and that legally established 
power should be respected. He confirmed that it is import-
ant to promote neighbourliness and reciprocal security 
along the common border between Burundi and its neigh-
bouring countries.

 

  

José Eduardo dos Santos will be President of the ICGLR until 2018

Workshop 

The ICGRL comprises Angola, Burundi, the Central 
African Republic (CAR), Congo, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Sudan, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Zambia.
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 103RD MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE ACP GROUP OF STATES
 

The 103rd Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the ACP 
Group of States was held on 26th and 27th April in Dakar, 
Senegal. The meeting, which was attended by an Angolan 
delegation led by Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão, served 
primarily to prepare for the 8th Summit of ACP Heads of 
State and Government.
This meeting comprised a series of decisions and resolu-
tions over many subjects, which include the Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPA) between the ACP States 
and the EU. In this regard, the Council expressed its confi-
dence in the "flexibility" of the European Union so that the 
ongoing negotiations may lead to a solution that serves the 
interests of both parties.
The Council took this opportunity to congratulate the Group 
of Distinguished Personalities, chaired by the former Presi-
dent of Nigeria, Chefe Olusegun Obasanjo, for the report 
entitled "A Group of 21st Century African, Caribbean and 
Pacific States responds to the needs of their population".

  

  

This paper, resulting from deep reflection, the discussion of 
ideas and consultation processes, includes several recom-
mendations for the renewal and repositioning of the Group, 
either at its functional level or at the level of its international
integration and credibility.  

 

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão representing the State of Angola.

 41ST SESSION OF THE ACP-EU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
 CONSENSUS ON THE OBJECTIVES OF 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

The ACP States and the European Union renewed their 
commitment to strengthening and widening their relations 
on 29th April, in Dakar. Under the North-South cooperation 
framework, the parties agreed strategies in line with the 
guidelines drawn up by the United Nations to together 
achieve the objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.
The Partnership Agreement launched 40 years ago com-
prises 106 Member States and is based on a legal frame-
work which guides the commercial relationships between 
partners regarding Sustainable Development and the 
permanent and inclusive Political Dialogue. For the 
2014-2020 period, as part of a national and regional 
support strategy, there is a financial envelope of 31 billion 
euros made available through the 11st EDF (European 
Development Fund) for the eradication of poverty and the 
promotion of economic and sustainable development in the 
ACP States.
One of the co-Presidents of this Council, the Minister of 
Planning and Integration of the Republic of Congo, Mr. 
Léon Raphael Mokoko, stated that the 2030 Agenda objec-
tives will strength the team spirit, deepening the existing 
synergies towards common objectives. On her part, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development of the Nether-
lands, Lilianne Ploumen, considered that the integral, 
indivisible and universal nature of the Agenda has been 
strengthened due to the understanding reached between 
the EU and the ACP States over fundamental issues which, 
hopefully, may be consolidated and put into practice in the 

near future. In this regard, she considered that the Addis 
Ababa Agenda is particularly important in terms of the 
financing of the actions to be deployed. The debate focused 
on topics such as Environmental Protection, recovering the 
Programme of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change. One topic that was also included was 
that of the ratification of the Paris Agreement which the 
parties agreed on making effective as a matter of urgency.
Regarding the subject of Migration, it has been agreed that 
the ACP-EU dialogue should be further reinforced in order 
to ensure that the objectives set at the Valletta Summit are 
reached. The meeting also focused on topics such as the 
Commercial Cooperation, Economic and Financial Devel-
opment, Private Investment, among others. The next 
meeting of this Council will be in 2017, in Brussels, at a date 
yet to be defined.

 
 

Family Photo
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and subjects of a legal and institutional nature were debated.

  

8TH SUMMIT OF ACP HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
“REPOSITIONING THE ACP GROUP TO RESPOND TO THE CHALLENGES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT”

The 8th Summit of the ACP Heads of State and Govern-
ments took place from 31st May until 1st June in Port 
Moresby in Papua New Guinea under the motto of “Reposi-
tioning the ACP Group to respond to the challenges of 
sustainable development”.
Heads of State, Heads of Government, Ministers and Diplo-
mats, Senior Officials and Members of the ACP Secretariat 
participated in the Summit, as well as the European Com-
missioner for Development and International Cooperation, 
representing the European Union, the UN Secretary Gener-
al and the Representative of the African Union among other 
distinguished personalities.
The Minister of Planning and Territorial Development and 
National Authorising Officer of the European Development 
Fund (EDF) representing the Angolan State, Dr. Job Graça, 
who headed up a delegation from the country, also com-
prised of the Secretary of State for Foreign Trade, Dr. Alex-
andre David de Sousa Costa, for the Ambassador of Angola 
in the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxem-
bourg, Elizabeth Simbrão and senior officials from the 
Ministry of Planning and Territorial Development, the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce.
The Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Peter O’Neill, 
proceeded to the formal opening of the Summit, having 
received words of appreciation for the excellent level of 
organisation from the various speakers.
The interventions have stressed, almost in their entirety, the 
need for the repositioning of the Group, with the implemen-
tation of a "New Vision” as an objective, that is necessary to 
cope with the recent challenges dictated by Agenda 2030 
on the Objectives of Sustainable Development (ODS), the 
Action Plan and the Addis Ababa Action Plan on the financ-
ing of global development.
There was a consensus on the need to consolidate the 
political will of the Group, taking into account the future 
relationship with the European Union and other partners, 
and reinforce South-South cooperation and conserve the 
DNA and political identity of the Member Countries.
The internal reorganisation of the ACP Group and the 
conditions for the implementation of the Group of Eminent 
Personalities (GEP) Recommendations have been widely 
discussed, with public consultations at a national and 
regional level being proposed for the end of 2016. The 
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, 
representing the African Union, agreed a new presentation 
of the Group Recommendations with the GEP Coordinator 
on the fringes of the Summit of Heads of State and Government 
of the African Union in July 2016. During the Summit, relat-
ed issues on the subject of Human Development, Economic 
Development and Trade, Sustainable Development Images from the Port Moresby Summit
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27TH AFRICAN UNION SUMMIT DISCUSSES NEW LEADERSHIP FOR THE ORGANISATION

The 27th African Union Summit will be held in July in 
Kigali, Rwanda, under the slogan of "2016, focussing on the 
rights of women".
The event will debate the financing of the African Union, the 
African Peer Review Mechanism, the Integration of the 
Continent, the Creation of a new Continental Free Trade 
Area, as well as other issues that have dominated the atten-
tion of the International Community.
On the agenda is the analysis of issues relating to violence 
in the Central African Republic and in the east of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, as well as discussion of the 
current tension in Sudan South and Burundi.
The election of the President and Vice-President of the 
Commission of the African Union, Commissioners and 
Judges of the African Court of Human and People’s Rights, 
and even the discussion on the Continental Free Trade 
Zone are amongst the other topics that will be discussed in 
the work sessions. During the Summit, the launch of a 
symbolic “African passport” is planned, which will advocate 
freedom of movement on the continent that is intended to 
be implemented by 2020.
The discussion of the "Zone of Continental Free Trade  
 

  

  

 

  

 

  ANGOLAN ECONOMY REFORMS VALUED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND

The Delegation of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which took place in Luanda from 1st to 14th June, 
recognised the efforts made by the Angolan Government to 
tackle the World Crisis, which has also affected the country.
The fiscal effort to become sustainable with public debt and 
improve the State's accounts confirms the notion that "a 
shortage creates opportunities".
In addition to the policy to accelerate the diversification of 
the economy as a whole, the IMF has recognised the impor-
tance of structural reforms implemented by the Executive. 
The growth of the tax base through the Executive Project 
for Tax Reform (Projecto do Executivo para a Reforma 
Tributária - PERT), which, four years later, would give rise 
to a General Administration Tax (Administração Geral 
Tributária - AGT), successor to the National Directorate of 
Taxes (Direcção Nacional de Impostos - DNI) and of the 
National Customs Service (Serviço Nacional das Alfânde-
gas), as well as greater efficiency in revenue collection and 
reduction of tax evasion, were some of the examples that 
most impressed the leaders of the Fund - " The work carried 
out by the Government has instilled a tax culture in taxpay-
ers and entrepreneurs, and this is very positive," said one of 
the leaders of the IMF.

 

  

The Economist Ricardo Veloso, who headed the IMF Dele-
gation that visited Angola, welcomed the measures taken 
by the Banco Nacional de Angola to address the shortage 
of foreign exchange values and internal weaknesses, and 
highlighted the smart model as the Government gradually 
withdrew the subsidies on the price of fuel and other deriva-
tives, as well as water and electricity, "which now saves the 
State billions of dollars". 
The "Project for the Adjustment of the Angolan Financial 
System to the Prudential Standards and International Best 
Practices”, which aims to align the national financial system 
with international standards and procedures, was also 
appreciated.

 

  

 

The slogan for the 27th Summit of the African Union to be held in July in Rwanda

Area” will also be discussed in detail, in particular a reduc-
tion in customs barriers and tariffs “from South Africa to the 
Maghreb" to create more added value for domestic produc-
tion.
The winners of the competition on the Gender 2016 will be 
announced and the Report on the Decade of the African 
Woman will be launched.

  

“The government intends, in accordance with the Public 
Administration reform programme, to transform the adminis-
tration to become a good service provider in the country, with 
quality, transparency and efficiency, supported by technolog-
ical solutions that can reduce costs and contribute to the 
modernisation of the state”
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ANGOLAN LITERATURE AWARDED ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL AWARD 

Ondjaki, an Angolan writer, was recognised with presenta-
tion of the "Littérature –Monde 2016" award, in the non 
French literature category, for his book “Os Transparentes”.
After his recognition in 2013 with the “Prémio José Sarama-
go”, the book was published in French in 2015, and was 
again recognised at the opening of the 27th Étonnants 
Voyageurs Festival, held in Saint-Malo, Brittany. The 
Littérature Monde accolade has been awarded since 2014 
as part of a partnership between the Étonnants Voyageurs 
Association, which organises the literary festival, and the 
Agence Française de Développement.
The jury includes writers such as Paule Constant, Ananda 
Devi, Nancy Huston, Dany Laferrière, Michel Le Bris, Atiq 
Rahimi, Jean Rouaud and Boualem Sansal and the prize is 
worth 3,000 euros.
Ondjaki is the author of 21 literary works and his books 
have been translated into several languages (English, 
German, Italian, Spanish, Chinese and now French), and 
represent a new generation of Angolan authors whose 
quality has been recognised all over the world.

  

ANGOLAN DELEGATION PARTICIPATES IN THE 10TH COMMUNITY OF PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE COUNTRIES 
GAMES - ATHLETES LEAVE FOR CAPE VERDE, HOPING TO WIN

Angola will participate in the 10th Community of Portu-
guese Language Countries Games/CPLP, which will take 
place from 17th to 24th July, on the island of Sal in the Cape 
Verde Islands.
A delegation of 116 team members, including athletes, 
coaches, doctors, official representatives of the country and 
social communication members will set off for the island of 
Sal on the 15th of July.
The young athletes aim to at least equal the 3rd place they 
achieved two years ago at the 9th CPLP Games, held in 
Luanda, which brought together more than 590 athletes 
from Brazil, Angola, Cape Verde, Mozambique, Portugal, 
São Tomé and Príncipe and East Timor.
In this year’s games, the participation of over 1,000 Portu-
guese-speaking athletes is expected in the under 16s and 
under 20s squads of various sports such as football, 
basketball, swimming, adapted athletics, handball, 
taekwondo and beach volleyball. In addition to the obvious 
competitive spirit, the CPLP Games are an excellent oppor-
tunity for the social development of young people who 
share the Portuguese language as a common denominator.

  

For the first time in the history of the Games, there will be 
medals for open water swimming and taekwondo.

“Angolan literature continues to reveal its quality, raising the 
cultural frontiers of our country sky high”.


