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JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS CALLS FOR THE CREATION
OF A “NEW NATIONAL OCCASION”

                                                Quarterly Newsletter of the Angolan Embassy in Brussels

The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) will support Angola’s candida-
cy as a Member of the United Nations Human Rights Council, whose election will take 
place in September of next year, in Geneva, in Switzerland.

The Embassy of Angola gathered more than a hundred guests in the Corporate and Sporting Activities Centre in Luxem-
bourg in a climate of friendship, to celebrate the legacy of the first president of Angola, an inescapable figure in the history of 
the country, under the motto "With the teachings of Neto, we will diversify the national economy”.
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SADC SUPPORTS ANGOLA’S CANDIDACY FOR THE 
“UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL”

GLOBAL FUND FOR THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDES MORE 
THAN 41 MILLION DOLLARS FOR PROJECTS IN ANGOLA           

 
COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
COMMEMORATION OF THE DAY OF THE FOUNDER OF THE NATION AND OF THE NATIONAL HERO WITH THE ANGOLAN
COMMUNITY RESIDENT IN LUXEMBOURG.
  

President José Eduardo dos Santos, First Lady, Ana Paula dos Santos and Vice President of 
Angola, Manuel Vicente.

 CANDIDACY OF MBANZA CONGO AS UNESCO HUMANITY 
 WORLD HERITAGE SITE

The Global Environmental Fund (GEF) provided more than 41 million Euros to 
Angola for the implementation of a number of environmental projects relating to the 
conservation of biodiversity, combating climate change, monitoring organic pollutants 
and preventing land degradation.

www.angolaembassy.be

Candidacy of Mbanza Congo as UNESCO Humanity World Heritage site will raise the 
name of Angola beyond its borders.
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-COMMEMORATION OF THE DAY OF THE FOUNDER OF THE NATION AND OF THE NATIONAL HERO 
  WITH THE ANGOLAN COMMUNITY RESIDENT IN LUXEMBOURG

-  80 SAILORS WILL TAKE PART IN THE OPTIMIST TEAM AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

- SADC  SUPPORTS ANGOLA’S CANDIDACY FOR THE “UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL”
- EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESENTS EVALUATION OF THE COTONOU AGREEMENT - POSITIVE
   RESULTS ENVISAGE A “STRONGER PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE”

 - MPLA, UNITA AND CASA-CE WERE IN PHILADELPHIA TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION OF THE 
    DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
-  GLOBAL FUND FOR THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDES MORE THAN 41 MILLION DOLLARS FOR 
    PROJECTS IN ANGOLA

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão and other members of the 
entourage during the visit to the city of Mbanza Congo 

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão during her speech in Luxembourg

European Commission evaluates Cotonou Agreement

 President José Eduardo dos Santos, First Lady, Ana Paula dos Santos
 and Vice-President of Angola, Manuel Vicente

- INFORMATION TO THE ANGOLAN COMMUNITY RESIDENT IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 
“CREATION OF DATABASE FOR NOMINATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS”
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JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS CALLS FOR THE CREATION OF A “NEW NATIONAL OCCASION”

On the day of his 74th anniversary, celebrated on 28th 
August, José Eduardo dos Santos has invited all Angolans 
to adopt “a new attitude” and "positive behaviour", in favour 
of collective wellbeing, during the ceremony held at the 
Presidential Palace at the Cidade Alta in Luanda. The 
Vice-President of the Republic, Manuel Vicente, addressed 
a few words to the President, praising his humility and 
kindness in dealing not only with direct collaborators, but 
also with those with whom he has to deal in the exercise of 
their high office - “His qualities have contributed to the build-
ing of Angola and to his praise at an international level”, he 
affirmed. José Eduardo dos Santos thanked him for his 
words and called on the Collective Union in the country, 
calling for the creation of a “new national occasion”. For the 
President, the consolidation of peace, democracy and 
stability continue to be a national priority and the foundation 
for economical and social development of the country. José 
Eduardo dos Santos congratulated his counterparts Andrej 
Kiska, from the Republic of Slovakia and Patrice Talon, 
from Benin, during the commemoration of the national day 
of their countries and reiterated support for the process of 
political and economic stabilisation of Benin, in the hope of 
reinforcing relations of cooperation and friendship with the 
two countries. 

  
 

  

“The President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, 
at this difficult time that Angola is experiencing, has been a 
leader with a strong sense of responsibility, courageous 
and dedicated, sending a realistic, balanced and optimistic 
message in constant pursuit of the well-being of the Ango-
lan people”.

 

  

ELECTRICITY FOR ALL BY 2030

100% of the country will have access to electricity by 2030. 
The director General of the Centre for Staff Training at the 
Ministry of Energy and Water, Armindo da Conceição 
Mussungo, guarantees that this will be the case. The 
increasing reliance on renewable energy means that this 
goal will be achievable, with the creation of 250 thousand 
new connections per year by this date. The expansion of 
the Cambambe Dam and the Laúca Hydroelectric Power 
Station are two examples of building projects recently 
implemented by the government. Armindo Mussungo 
emphasised the convergence of the Government’s National 
Plan and of the global initiative SE4ALL, Sustainable 
Energy for all, that foresees and increase in the use of 
renewable energies. 
In 2011, the Secretary General of the UN, Ban Kimoon, 
predicted that the quota of renewable energies in the world 
would double by 2030, and Angola has been developing an 
interesting work in this area by participating actively in the 
proliferation of such solutions. The government’s objective 
is to ensure that the population can access modern energy 
services, maximising the improvement of energy efficiency 
and ensuring a significant share of renewable energies, 
such as wind and solar power, in the production of energy.

 

  

President José Eduardo dos Santos, First Lady, Ana Paula dos Santos and Vice-President of Angola, 
Manuel Vicente

“One of the objectives enshrined in the “Angola 2025” 
Strategy is guaranteeing democratised access to basic 
energy services to the population. By 2025, the govern-
ment aims for 60% of the population to have access to 
electricity, doubling the figure recorded in 2015. By 2030, 
it aims for the entire population to be able to access this 
resource, and for this it will steer a real revolution in the 
water and renewable energies sector. The construction of 
the Laúca dam, the largest engineering work in the coun-
try, and the re-opening of the Lomaum dam, are also 
examples of this.” 
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CANDIDACY OF MBANZA CONGO AS UNESCO HUMANITY WORLD HERITAGE SITE WILL 
RAISE THE NAME OF ANGOLA BEYOND ITS BORDERS.

The candidacy of the city of Mbanza Congo as the Human-
ity World Heritage site is extremely important in the strategy 
for the deployment of Angolan culture outside its borders. 
This was what the Minister of Culture, Carolina Cerqueira, 
stated alongside a working visit held in the capital of the 
province of Zaire on 26th August, 2016. Hosted by the 
Governor of the Province, José Joanes André, the leader 
accompanied the Ambassadors of the ancient kingdom of 
Congo, as well as the Angolan ambassadors accredited to 
Unesco - Diakumpuna Sita Jose, European Union - Eliza-
beth Simbrão, United States - Agostinho Tavares da Silva 
Neto, Ghana - Ana Maria Career, Brazil - Nelson Manuel 
Vicente, Zambia - Balbina Malheiro Dias da Silva and China 
- João Garcia Bires, as well as the National Director of 
Cultural Heritage, Maria da Piedade, and other officials 
from her department.
The objective of the visit was the need to open up the candi-
dacy of Mbanza Congo to diplomacy, to facilitate greater 
dissemination of actions taken by the Angolan government. 
It should be recalled that the formal handover of the candi-
dacy of the historic town in the province of Zaire was made 
in Paris, at the UNESCO headquarters, in fulfilment of the 
timetable announced in 2014 by the Ministry of Culture of 
Angola for the final phase of the work. Project “Mbanza 
Congo, city to unearth and preserve”, the main purpose of 
which is the registration of this as the capital of the ancient 
Kingdom of the Congo, founded in the XIII century - on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list, officially launched in 2007. 
   

 

The tomb of Dona Mpolo and the ruins of the ancient Sé 
Catedral (Kulumbimbi) and Tadi Dia Bukiku are some of the 
monuments on the historic heritage list, and having been 
given special emphasis.
During the visit, the Minister of Culture said that there is an 
urgent need to halt the degradation process of the historical 
heritage in the country, and stressed that the focus of the 
government in the recuperation of this and other monu-
ments, in addition to the obvious national interest of the 
preservation of the history and culture of the country, is also 
of particular importance for the promotion of tourism and for 
the dissemination of the “Angola” brand in the world.
In this sense, pending UNESCO’s decision, the Ministry of 
Culture, through the National Institute of Cultural Heritage, 
initiated contact for the realisation of archaeological exca-
vations for the recovery of the monuments.

 

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão and other members of the entourage during the visit to the city of Mbanza 
Congo.

 THE ANGOLA SOVEREIGN WEALTH FUND BELIEVES THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE                    
AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IS A PRIORITY FOR THE COUNTRY 

A communication of the Fundo Soberano de Angola 
(FSDEA) (Angola’s sovereign wealth fund) announced the 
existence of activities valued at 4.56 thousand million 
dollars (760 thousand million kwanzas) in September, relat-
ing to the result in the first quarter of 2016, noting that 59% 
of this value will be used for investments in Angola and 
sub-Saharan African countries. In its financial report, the 
FSDEA declared a portfolio of stocks and securities - 
bonds, shares and hedge funds - valued at 1.84 billion 
dollars (around 397 billion kwanzas). The same document 
reveals a prediction of contributions amounting to 250 
million dollars (around 42 thousand million kwanzas), relat-
ing to a programme in which the Ministry of Agriculture gave 
the fund seven large scale properties in Bié, Cunene, 
Malanje, Moxico, Cuando Cubango, Uíge and Zaire, 
amounting to a total of 72 thousand hectares of agricultural 
land for the production of grains, oilseeds and rice. For the 
officials of the FSDEA, agricultural investment is seen as a 

strategic priority, since it allows entry into international 
agricultural raw material markets, reducing the importation 
of foods and support for the diversification of the national 
economy, boosting agricultural business and industrialisa-
tion of the sector.  The investment decision in this area of 
business is founded on the fact that agriculture employs 
more than half the Angolan population and has a greater 
potential for growth. It is expected to increase the yield from 
lower class populations and innovation with investment 
from the private sector in some businesses in the agro-food 
chain.  The President of the Council of the Administration of 
the FSDEA, José Filomeno dos Santos recently said that 
investment in agricultural activities provides stable, 
long-term revenues and diversifies the portfolio of assets, 
something that is essential for the sustained development 
of the country. 
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MPLA, UNITA AND CASA-CE WERE IN PHILADELPHIA TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

At the end of the month of July, three Angolan delegations 
were in Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, repre-
senting the MPLA, UNITA and CASA-CE (Convergência 
Ampla para a Salvação de Angola) parties.
The invitation by the Democratic Party of the United States 
to the three delegations closely followed the work of the 
Convention and participated in an extensive program of 
conferences, debates and fora, with the presence of politi-
cal leaders from all over the world. The democratic spirit 
and respect for Human Rights, international peace and 
security were some of the topics discussed. The MPLA, 
UNITA and CASA-CE delegations, led respectively by 
Carolina Cerqueira and Ângela Bragança, Isaías Samaku-
va e Abel Chivukuvuku, aroused respect and recognition 
from other foreign delegations present at the example of 
reconciliation, peaceful coexistence and respect for the 
difference and diversity demonstrated. The convention 
ended with confirmation of Hillary Clinton as a representa-
tive of the Democrats in the next Presidential Elections, to 
be held on 8th November. 

  

 

The MPLA, UNITA and CASA-Ce delegations, led respectively by Carolina Cerqueira and Ângela 
Bragança, Isaías Samakuva e Abel Chivukuvuku.

GLOBAL FUND FOR THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDES MORE THAN 41 MILLION DOLLARS 
FOR PROJECTS IN ANGOLA

The Global Environmental Fund (GEF) provided more 
than 41 million Euros to Angola for the implementation of a 
number of environmental projects relating to the conserva-
tion of biodiversity, combating climate change, monitoring 
organic pollutants and preventing land degradation. The 
Minister for the Environment, Maria Fátima Jardim, stated 
that the GEF resources have contributed to the protection 
of the environment and impetus for Sustainable Develop-
ment, with Angola forming part of a group of countries that 
benefits from this support.
The Minister emphasised the importance of the Fund for the 
reinforcement of some important skills integrated into the 
country’s environmental policy. The fight against the illegal 
trade of endangered wildlife species and poaching, the 
preservation of forest ecosystems and the support of tech-
nological development for the exploitation of clean energy 
are some good examples of this synergistic approach. It 
should be noted that the environmental pillar is one of this 
government’s priorities, and that integrated projects are 
already underway in the provinces of Namibe, Cunene, 
Huíla and Benguela. 

The Global Environment Facility, established in 1991, is designed to 
cope with environmental problems of a global nature, �nancially 
supporting projects in six focal areas (biodiversity, climate change, 
international waters, land degradation, the ozone layer and 
persistent organic pollutants).



 INTERNATIONAL NEWS

page 6

 
Newsletter

The decision to establish a Human Rights Council was 
taken in 2005 at the World Summit, with the aim of raising 
human rights to the same level as issues of peace and 
security (within the competence of the Security Council) 
and issues relating to development (under the responsibility 
of the Social Economic Council). It has been in existence 
since 2007.

  

SADC SUPPORTS ANGOLA’S CANDIDACY FOR THE “UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS 
COUNCIL”

The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 
will support Angola’s candidacy as a Member of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, whose election will take 
place in September of next year, in Geneva, in Switzerland.
The decision was taken at the 36th Summit of Heads of 
State and Government of the Regional Organisation, which 
ended on Wednesday in Mbabane, capital of the Kingdom 
of Swaziland. In press statements, at the end of the meet-
ing, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Georges Chikoti, said 
that SADC has the support of the Angolan candidacy, and 
recalled that the country has already been part of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, between 2007 and 2010. 
The Human Rights Council (HRC) is an intergovernmental 
body of the multilateral human rights system for the protec-
tion of human rights for the United Nations. Its mandate is 
to promote universal respect for all human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for everyone, without distinction of any 
kind, and in a fair and equitable manner. It is headquartered 
in Geneva and meets at least three times per year, for a 
total of 10 weeks, in ordinary sessions, which usually take 
place in March, June and September.

Meeting of the UN Security Council

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESENTS AN EVALUATION OF THE COTONOU AGREEMENT
POSITIVE RESULTS FORESEE A “STRONGER PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE”.

The European Commission recently published the results 
of their assessment of the Cotonou Agreement, and noted 
significant progress made over the past years in pursuit of 
the objectives at the root of this partnership.
The European Commissioner for Development and Interna-
tional Cooperation, Neven Mimica, said that the results of 
this evaluation were an important step for the future of 
relations between the European Union and the ACP coun-
tries, especially in areas where it is also important to devel-
op synergies in favour of prosperity. According to a press 
release issued by the European Commission, the Agree-
ment has made an important contribution to the eradication 
of poverty and the gradual integration of African, Caribbean 
and Pacific countries into the global economy, strengthen-
ing the capacity of intervention in the resolution of conflicts 
in regional organisations. Despite the positive conclusions 
drawn from the sixteen years of cooperation, the European 
Commission recognises that it is necessary to learn from 
the mistakes and lesser achievements in the past in order 
to improve in important areas in the future (after 2020), 
such as political dialogue, promotion of peace and security, 
defence of human rights, commercial relations, fighting 
climate change, among others. The study concluded that 

between ACP States there are still significant gaps that 
need correcting for there to be a defined joint strategy to 
permit sustained progress in the different ACP regions. 
The Cotonu Agreement was signed in 2000 for a period of 
twenty years, and will expire on 29th February, 2020. It is 
based on three fundamental pillars: political dialogue, 
economics and commercial cooperation and development. 
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 80 SAILORS WILL TAKE PART IN THE OPTIMIST TEAM AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

From 6th - 14th October, the Optimist African Sailing 
Championship will take place along the bay of Luanda. 80 
sailors aged between 12 and 15 years old will take part in 
the championship, representing Angola, South Africa, Alge-
ria, Mozambique, Egypt, Tunisia, Zimbabwe, Morocco, 
Tanzania, Libya, Cape Verde and the Seychelles and the 
Republic of Oman.
Angola will organise this championship for the first time, 
following the work by the government to promote sports 
healthy youth development in harmony with nature. The 
athletes and technical staff will arrive in Luanda on 1st 
October, together with their boats, which will be carefully 
inspected by the Regatta judges. The aim of these inspec-
tions is to confirm that there are no irregularities that could 
give any of the athletes an unfair advantage. The weight of 
the boat, the surface of the sail and other technical parame-
ters will be checked carefully in situ. The delegations from 
the different countries will stay in the Belas tourist resort.
It should be remembered that in the 2015 championship, 
which took place in Algeria, Angola won 5 medals, one gold 
and four bronze. The national selection hopes to repeat or 
improve on this result by taking advantage of competing on 
home territory.

  
INFORMATION TO THE ANGOLAN COMMUNITY RESIDENT IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG
 “CREATION OF DATABASE FOR NOMINATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS”

The Embassy of the Republic of Angola in the Kingdom of 
Belgium, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Permanent 
Mission to the European Union reports that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in his capacity as a Ministerial Department 
responsible for the execution of the foreign policy of the 
country, established a Commission for the filling of vacan-
cies for national frameworks in international bodies. The 
Embassy of the Republic of Angola in the Kingdom of 
Belgium, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Permanent 
Mission to the European Union reports that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in his capacity as a Ministerial Department 
responsible for the execution of the foreign policy of the 
country, established a Commission for the filling of vacan-
cies for national frameworks in international bodies.
In this context, interested citizens should send by e-mail 
angola.embassy.belgium@skynet.be their curriculum 
vitae and documentary proof of their qualifications in order 
to register in the database.

  

 

The International Organisations open to tender for the 
vacancies are as follows:

UN – United Nations and its specialised agencies
AU – African Union
SADC – South African Development Community
ECCAS- Economic Community of Central African States
GGC- Gulf of Guinea Commission
ICGLR – International Commission of the Great Lakes 
Region
CPLP – Community of Portuguese Language Speaking 
Countries

 

 

  

 

Young Angolan sailor in the Bay of Luanda

“The organisation of major sporting events in different cate-
gories awakens more curiosity in sports. In the case of 
sailing, permanent contact with nature and physical exer-
cise are important factors so that our young people to learn 
to adopt health lifestyles, increasing their personal develop-
ment.” 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE DAY OF THE FOUNDER OF THE NATION AND OF THE
NATIONAL HERO WITH THE ANGOLAN COMMUNITY RESIDENT IN LUXEMBOURG

To mark the anniversary of the Founder of the Nation and 
the National Hero, the Angolan Embassy in the Kingdom of 
Belgium, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Permanent 
Representation to the European Union socialised with the 
Angolan community and friends of Angola resident in 
Luxembourg in a celebration that took place on Saturday 
24th September 2016 at the city’s Sports and Social 
Centre, and attended by approximately one hundred 
guests. In his speech on the subject on 17th September, 
the Ambassador invited those present to take part in a 
profound reflection on the life and works of the First Presi-
dent of the Republic, Dr. António Agostinho Neto, an import-
ant statesman and a brilliant man of culture, whose testimo-
ny must be handed down to new generations.
He emphasised that Agostinho Neto put the dreams of the 
time into action, such as becoming a sovereign, free and 
independent country in the sense of being able to use and 
develop our own productive wealth, alongside the deep 
rooted ambition for national unity, expressed in his famous 
words “ONE PEOPLE, ONE NATION”. He said that “the 
national unity proclaimed by Agostinho Neto also crosses 
borders and, as a result, the time of reflection and interac-
tion is as a result of the national plan to make Angola a 
plural and humanist country in which every single citizen, 
without exception, enjoys equal rights and opportunities”.
Under the slogan “With the teachings of Neto, we have 
diversified the national economy” the Ambassador stressed 
that this environment must be conducive to attracting 
foreign investment, which can ultimately increase employ-
ment prospects with the aim of reducing poverty and 
improve the living conditions of the population. The diversi-
fication of the economy requires the strengthening of two 
essential sectors - agriculture and industry - referred to by 
the Ambassador, paraphrasing Neto, that “Agriculture is the 
basis and industry the decisive factor “, which is reflected in 
the need for the greater integration of Agriculture with 
Industry, sectors that can contribute to the transformation of 
our economy, with the aim of its diversification.
The celebration included various acts, an exhibition on 
Agostinho Neto, the presentation of handicrafts and art by 
Esperança Mateus, the brilliant show by Angolan singer 
and pianist Arnaldo Findix, culminating with the showing of 
a documentary about the legendary "Tio Liceu" and the 
N'golas Ritmos, which thrilled the crowd.
The central act was supported by the Angolan associations 
in Luxembourg, namely the AANA, Angola Events, Grupo 
Kandando and the Associação Weliwítschia. It should be 
noted that prior to the celebration, two days of special 
consular care for Angolan citizens resident in the area of 
jurisdiction were organised. 

  

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão during her speech in Luxembourg

“Betting on the modernisation of agriculture, fisheries and 
aquaculture, investing in democratisation of access to 
electricity and drinking water, creating infrastructure to 
transport people and goods by connecting all parts of the 
country, betting on renewable energy and the mitigation 
and fight against climate change, modernising industry, the 
production and the promotion of Angolan brands and prod-
ucts, and promoting tourism and the cultural identity of the 
country overseas are some of the actions that are already 
being implemented, and executing what has been 
described in structuring documents as “The National Strat-
egy for Long Term Development “Angola 2025” and the 
National Development Plan 2013-2017”. 

Elizabeth Simbrão


