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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE ON 23 AUGUST

For the celebration of the International Day of the Child, an entertaining and cultural event aimed at all Angolan children 
living in the country took place on 3 June in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. The event, promoted by the Association Angola 
Events, took place at the Felix Foundation Park and involved more than forty children between the ages of four and twelve.
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WORKSHOP “DOING BUSINESS IN ANGOLA” IN BRUSSELS
        

 COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

 NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF AIMS TO FACILITATE THE DIVERSIFICATION
 OF THE ECONOMY

www.angolaembassy.be

“The forthcoming general election will be an important step 
for the social and economic development of the country. 
Peace and prosperity are two words that are now part of 
everyday life in Angola".

 Annual meeting of ministers from the ACP and EU countries, Brussels

CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE CHILD

“We want to encourage growth in national production and 
the consequential increase in the supply of goods and 
services in order to gradually reduce the import of certain 
goods, facilitate legitimate trade and reduce the time and 
cost of customs procedures”.

ACP-EU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN BRUSSELS

On 19 May a workshop sponsored by the Chamber of Indus-
trial and Agricultural Commerce of Belgium - Luxembourg - 
ACP (CBL/ACP) and by the Rede Camponesa Consortium 
took place, entitled "Doing Business in Angola".
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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE ON 23 AUGUST

The President of the Republic of Angola, José Eduardo 
dos Santos, has called the forthcoming general election for 
23 August 2017. The proposed date was unanimously 
agreed on 24 April during a meeting of the Council of the 
Republic.
The call for an election was carried out by Presidential 
decree in accordance with the Constitution and the Organic 
Law on General Elections, in order to fill the post of Presi-
dent of the Republic and of Members of the National 
Assembly. The Council of the Republic considered the 
human, technical, material, logistical and financial condi-
tions for the election.
The political parties and those running in the elections now 
have twenty days, from 1 May, to present the list of candi-
dates for the Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the 
Republic to the Constitutional Court, as well as the list of 
members of the National Assembly. Only parties and coali-
tions of parties recognised by the Constitutional Court by 30 
April will be able to run in the elections. Angola has 
9,459,122 voters registered, who will choose the political 
destiny of the country on 13 August.

COUNTRY CELEBRATES 15 YEARS OF NATIONAL PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

The country celebrated 15 years of peace and national 
reconciliation on 4 April. 
Representing the President of the Republic José Eduardo 
dos Santos, the National Defence Minister João Lourenço 
spoke in the city of Caála in the Huambo province. He high-
lighted the economic growth and social development that 
the country has achieved in recent years and stressed that 
the process of the consolidation of peace, led by José 
Eduardo dos Santos, guaranteed substantial advances for 
the development of fundamental sectors such as education 
and health, also enabling the construction of increased and 
improved infrastructure for the energy, telecommunications 
and tourism sectors, among others. The week also included 
the 7th ordinary session of the joint meeting of the Econom-
ic Commission and the Commission for the Economy of the 
Council of Ministers, which took place under the chairman-
ship of the Head of State, José Eduardo dos Santos. The 
session approved the actions relating to the control of 
inflation, the boosting of production and exports, fiscal 
consolidation and stability of the financial system.

In this respect, Vice-President of the Republic Manuel Vicen-
te also said over the week that Angola is on the right path, 
highlighting training and scientific research as essential 
pillars of sustainable development strategy for the country.

The country is going to choose a new President 

“The forthcoming general election will be an 
important step for the social and economic devel-
opment of the country. Peace and prosperity are 
two words that are now part of everyday life in 
Angola".
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LUANDA WILL HAVE A CENTRAL WATER LABORATORY NEXT YEAR

The Angolan capital Luanda will rely on a Central Water 
Laboratory, an investment of 13.7 million Dollars (12.2 
million Euros), for the testing and monitoring of the quality 
of water for consumption.
The symbolic ceremony for the start of the construction took 
place in the municipality of Talatona, where the infrastruc-
ture that will consist of two buildings will start: one for the 
technical process and the other for administrative services. 
The main building will house inorganic chemistry, microbiol-
ogy, metrology, and scientific research laboratories, among 
other services, and the second a canteen, auditorium, cafe-
teria and a library. 
The assignment of the contract, which will be carried out by 
the company Hagen Angola, was witnessed by the Secre-
tary of State for Water, Luís Filipe da Silva, who placed the 
first stone for a project that must be completed within a 
year. 
In his speech, Luís Filipe da Silva considered this initiative 
"very important" for the public health and well-being of the 
population. The planned laboratory will allow greater control 
of the water supplied to consumers from the source, the 
processing chain and distribution centres.

  

Placing of the �rst stone for the construction of the Central Water Laboratory

“The inauguration of the new Central Water Laboratory 
is scheduled for 2018. It is a necessary investment for 
the testing and monitoring of the quality of water for 
consumption. This project is part of a political approach 
to improve both the access to and the quality of drinking 
water in Angola”.

The Okavango-Zambezi ecotourism project, considered 
one of the greatest in the world, will pass through Angola. 
The new route will pass through four more countries in addi-
tion to Angola, specifically Zambia, Namibia, Zimbabwe 
and Botswana. Following the ATFC Kaza Treaty in 2011, 
this project aims to comply with the plan to protect an area 
of around 280 thousand km2. Of the total protected area, 
almost 90 thousand km2 is Angolan territory, including the 
province of Kuando Kubango which includes the municipali-
ties of Cuíto, Cuanavale, Mavinga, Rivungo, Dirico and 
Nankova. This cross-border project is already considered 
the largest in the world and comes in response to the 
long-standing desire to create a wildlife sanctuary. In addi-
tion to the obvious interest in environmental preservation, 
this initiative aims to boost the development of ecotourism, 
an aspect of tourism which is increasingly sought after and 
that adds value.

  

   The Kubango River is extremely rich in wildlife

GREATEST ECOTOURISM ROUTE TO PASS THROUGH ANGOLA
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UN IN ANGOLA TO RECRUIT TECHNICIANS
 
For the third consecutive year, a delegation from the 
support unit to the Department of Human Resource Manage-
ment (UN Outreach unit) moved to Luanda in order to hold 
national exams to recruit young Angolan graduates. 
This delegation, led by Senior Officials Anje Shubert and 
Teddy Keya, carried out a series of seminars and work-
shops with the purpose of divulging the benefits and fields 
of intervention that these vacancies involve. 
One of the objectives is also to increase representation of 
women within the United Nations. 
The selection process aims to ensure the allocation of new 
professional talent to the UN from the Member States that 
currently have lower representation in the organisation. All 
citizens aged less than 32 years, even those with no profes-
sional experience, are considered eligible. 
The final decisions of the recruitment process will be 
published at the end of September.

NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF AIMS TO FACILITATE THE DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ECONOMY

The revision of the country’s Customs Tariff provides 
updates to rates on various products and its main objective 
is to encourage the diversification of the economy and an 
increase in domestic production.
The Finance Minister, Archer Mangueira, explained that the 
customs tariffs depend on the Harmonised Commodity 
Description and Coding System, a coding system established 
by the World Customs Organisation, the new version of which 
came into force on 1 January 2017.
The current reform aims, on the one hand, to achieve 
necessary national harmonisation, and on the other, to 
protect domestic production by increasing the cost of the 
importation of some goods and assuring macroeconomic 
stability and the diversification of the economy.
This year, the revision of the customs tariff proposes the 
easing of some goods (for example, perfumes) in order to 
reduce smuggling, while exempting tax on the import of raw 
materials for the agricultural sector.
The current revision will also have an impact on consumer 
tax. For example, those who import water will pay 60% tax, 
while those who produce within the national territory will 
only be taxed at 10%.
.

The United Nations Organization

"We want to encourage growth in national production 
and the consequential increase in the supply of 
goods and services, to gradually reduce the import 
of certain goods, facilitate legitimate trade and 
reduce the time and cost of customs procedures” 
- Archer Mangueira
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ACP-EU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN BRUSSELS

The annual meeting of ACP and EU Ministers took place 
on 5 May in Brussels, under the co-chairmanship of Mr 
George Vella, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta and Presi-
dent-in-Office of the Council of the European Union, and 
Abraham Tekeste, Minister for Finance and Economic 
Cooperation of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
and President-in-Office of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers. 
The EU and ACP ministers discussed the application of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change. In this regard, they exchanged points of view on 
the processes of preparation and the possible areas of 
cooperation on this important subject, which will be 
explored in more depth in meetings planned for later this 
year: The High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Devel-
opment in New York in July and the 2017 United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change (COP 23) in Bonn in 
November. 
The subject of migration was also on the agenda, in particu-
lar the implementation of the Valeta Common Action Plan 
and the EU trust fund for Africa, having discussed the 
reinforcement of cooperation between the ACP and EU 
countries on this subject.

  

 Annual meeting of ministers from the ACP and EU countries, Brussels

The ministers made note of the situation of the current 
thought processes of each of the parties regarding the 
future of EU-ACP relations after 2020, taking into account 
the term of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement scheduled 
for 29 February 2020.

ACP AND EU TOGETHER IN SUPPORT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT

The European Union and the ACP countries recently 
reaffirmed their commitment to the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement, in support of a healthier and more balanced 
planet from a climate point of view.
Together representing 107 countries, ACP and the EU have 
started to work synergistically to jointly maintain agenda 
issues relating to climate change and environmental pres-
ervation.
In the opinion of the two organisations, it is necessary to 
reaffirm global commitment to the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement involving as many governments and political 
leaders as possible throughout the world, around the cause 
of climate change. Ensuring the reduction of greenhouse 
gases and preventing the negative effects of phenomena 
such as global warming are matters that must be kept on 
the agenda, as preparations are being made for the UN 
World Conference on Climate Change (COP23) to be held 
in November of this year.
The European Commissioner for Climate Action and 
Energy, Arias Cañete, stated that the fight for the climate 
change cause represents added value for citizens, the 
economy and the planet, and considers that the implemen-
tation of actions decided on in the Paris Agreement must be 

  

a priority for all countries, regardless of their state of devel-
opment.
The ACP Secretary General, Patrick Gomes, considers that 
the Paris Agreement represents an unprecedented global 
effort to support the climate and environmental cause, which 
must be valued and supported.

ACP and EU in joint venture for the implementation of the Paris Agreement
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WORKSHOP “DOING BUSINESS IN ANGOLA” IN BRUSSELS

On the 19th May a workshop sponsored by the Chamber 
of Industrial and Agricultural Commerce of Belgium - 
Luxembourg - ACP (CBL/ACP) and by the Rede Campone-
sa Consortium entitled "Doing Business in Angola” took 
place.
The main objective of this initiative, as part of an Angolan 
Business Road Show in Italy, the Netherlands and Belgium, 
was the acquisition of European partners for investment in 
national agribusiness.
The event was attended by the Chairman of the CBL/ACP 
Guy Bultynck, the founder and current Chairman of the 
Rede Camponesa Consortium Gentil Guimarães Ferreira 
Viana, the founder and Chairman of the European Founda-
tion for the Promotion and Development of Angola Daniel 
Ribant, the Ambassador of Angola Elizabeth Simbrão and 
other prominent guests, representing diverse companies 
and economic groups.
In her speech, Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão recalled the 
efforts that have been made by the Government towards 
the diversification of the Angolan economy and the assur-
ance of a favourable macroeconomic environment for the 
increase in private investment.

 

Elizabeth Simbrão mentioned the importance of fiscal and 
monetary reforms for the sustained development of the 
country, as well as the implementation of policies with a 
view to diversifying sources of income and revenue in the 
country. In this respect, she stressed the potential of 
agriculture and of all activities directly and indirectly relating 
to rural development, considering them to be an important 
direction for the process of modernisation and economic 
growth of the country. The delegation relied on the support 
of the commercial division in Brussels.

WORLD BANK PREDICTS THE GROWTH OF THE ANGOLAN ECONOMY

The World Bank recently revealed forecasts of growth in 
the Angolan economy over the next three years. Analysts 
forecast growth of 1.2% in 2017 and 1.5% in 2019.
This recovery comes as a result of a slight increase in oil 
production in the country and the monitoring of the predict-
ed trend of the growth of the world economy.
On the basis of this recovery is a slight increase in oil 
production in the country and the natural accompaniment of 
the expected trend for the growth of the world economy.
The same report, “The Heartbeat of Africa", also says that 
the economies of sub-Saharan Africa are expected to grow 
by 2.6% in 2017 due to a recovery in the prices of raw mate-
rials.
The region must seek to create the necessary conditions to 
allow more inclusive economic growth by requiring reforms 
to improve the way the institutions work and foster the 
growth of the private sector. The development of local 
capital markets, improvement of the quantity and quality of 
public infrastructures, improvement of the efficiency of 
basic services and strengthening the mobilisation of 
domestic resources have also been identified as necessary.

 

“Angolan economic growth must be supported by the 
diversi�cation of the productive and industrial sector and by 
a set of structural reforms that are able to make them viable.”
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CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE CHILD

For the celebration of the International Day of the Child, an 
entertaining and cultural event aimed at all Angolan 
children living in the country took place on 3rd June in the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. The event, promoted by the 
Association Angola Events, took place at the Felix Founda-
tion Park, and involved more than forty children from four to 
twelve years of age. Sport, literature, dance and a number 
of other activities marked a different day in the life of the 
children, parents and guardians.
A delegation from the Embassy of Angola was present at 
the celebration, represented by its Cultural Attaché and 
members of the consular sector, who welcomed this initia-
tive. In a society in which there are an increasing number of 
risks and temptations, it is important to invest in education 
and the support of young people, promoting activities like 
this one, which can contribute to the development of family, 
culture and sport as catalytic agents in the education and 
harmonious development of children.

 

  

The Angolan stylist Rosa Palhares returned to the French 
city of Cannes to show her new collection of dresses with 
the theme “Fashion Shop” to the Cannes Film Festival 
2017, which was held in May. A year after coming to the 
attention of the public in the 2016 festival, the Angolan 
stylist once again attended for the 70th anniversary of the 
festival as a fashion designer and official creator of the 
Mastercard collection. Rosa Palhares showed a collection 
of exclusive dresses, characterised by the elegance and 
refinement of the materials used, which were praised by the 
international press.
The 70th Cannes Film Festival was attended by Nicole 
Kidman, Colin Farrel, Pedro Almodóvar and Mónica Belluci, 
among other well-known names from the silver screen.
Rosa Palhares was born in Angola and trained in fashion 
design in Brazil. In 2013, she won the “Luanda Fashion 
Designer of the Year” prize and was named international 
stylist of the year in “Angola Fashion Week 2015”.
In 2016, her collection "kiss from Rose" received massive 
praise in “Moda Lisboa”, having been considered by the 
Italian Vogue magazine to be one of the African designers 
to watch.

One of the Angolan dresses by Angolan designer Rosa Palhares

“Children are the future of the planet – investing in their 
education and their training, both civic and professional, 
must be a common objective.” - Elizabeth Simbrão

Day of the child in Luxembourg

ANGOLAN STYLIST SHINES AT THE CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 


