
“The European Union will finance a 65 million Euro 
programme together with the Angolan government with the 
aim of reducing famine, poverty and the vulnerability of com-
munities affected by drought in three provinces in southern 
Angola.”
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In order to register the city of Mbanza Congo as a world heritage site, a new airport must be constructed by 2020, given the 
proximity of the existing airport to the historic sites now listed by UNESCO. According to the governor of the province of Zaire, 
José Joanes André, the new Mbanza Congo airport will be built at Nkiende, 20 kilometres from the current airport.
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“João Lourenço believes that it is necessary to promote the 
welfare state through policies of economic and social inclu-
sion and by reducing inequalities, focusing on the development 
in particular of rural regions.”

ANGOLA PROMISES NEW AIRPORT FOR M’BANZA CONGO UNESCO LISTING
 

 

“We want to stimulate the increase in national production 
and the consequent increase in the supply of goods and 
services, to gradually reduce the import of certain goods, 
facilitate legitimate trade and reduce the duration and costs 
of customs procedures." 

 EUROPEAN UNION FINANCES A 65 MILLION EURO PROJECT TO REDUCE 
 FAMINE FROM DROUGHT IN ANGOLA

“The “Angola Cables” project will make Angola an important hub 
connecting the continents of Africa, Europe and America.”
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   5th Meeting of the ACP Fisheries and Aquaculture Ministers

José Eduardo to be succeeded by João Lourenço

Mbanza Congo Ruins
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- EUROPEAN UNION FINANCES A 65 MILLION EURO PROJECT TO REDUCE FAMINE FROM
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GENERAL ELECTIONS ARE “FREE, FAIR AND TRANSPARENT”

The Frente Nacional de Libertação de Angola (FNLA) 
achieved 0.9% of the vote and elected one assemblyman, 
while the Aliança Patriótica Nacional (APN) did not achieve 
any representation in Parliament.

FINAL ELECTION RESULTS CONFIRM JOÃO LOURENÇO TO BE THE NEW PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

The final results of the General Elections on 23rd August 
were announced on 6th September by the National Electoral 
Commission (CNE), confirming João Lourenço to be the new 
President of Angola. The announcement was made by CNE 
President André da Silva Neto in a press conference to 
announce the final results of the Angolan General Elec-
tions, which also confirmed Bornito de Sousa to be new 
Vice-President of the Republic.
The MPLA won 61.07% of the votes, topping the polls in all 
the country’s provinces.
With this result, the MPLA elected 150 assemblymen, 
obtaining a qualified majority in the National Assembly.
The final results revealed that the União Nacional para a 
Independência Total de Angola (UNITA) received the 
second highest amount of votes, achieving 26.67%, which 
equates to 51 parliamentary seats.
The Convergência Ampla de Salvação de Angola-Coli-
gação Eleitoral (CASA-CE) coalition obtained 9.44% of the 
overall vote, achieving 16 seats in Parliament, with the 
Partido da Renovação Social (PRS) electing two assemblymen.

The electoral process demonstrated democratic maturity

“The recent general elections and the orderly and 
correct way in which they ran indicate the social 
and democratic maturity of the Angolan people.”

International observers who witnessed the Angolan 
elections praised the organised manner in which the poll on 
23rd August was run, and attributed the success of the 
electoral process to the great work carried out by the 
National Electoral Commission.
The international press reported that the election was 
peaceful and well organised. International observers of the 
SADC, the African Union, the CPLP, the CEEAC (Economic 
Community of the Central African States) and other organi-
sations were unanimous in their opinion that the elections 
were free, fair and transparent.
12,512 polling stations and 25,475 voting posts were avail-
able throughout the Angolan territory, with electoral moni-
toring provided by 1,200 national and 240 international 
observers.
For André da Silva Neto, Leader of the CNE, the success of 
the electoral process is a reflection of the democratic matu-
rity achieved by the country.
The preliminary results indicate victory for the MPLA with 
around 61% of the votes. The final result of the voting will 
be known by 5th September.

João Lourenço during the election



NATIONAL NEWS

page 4

 
Newsletter

JOÃO LOURENÇO INVESTED AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

João Lourenço was invested as President of the Republic 
of Angola, the third president of the country since Indepen-
dence in November 1975.
The ceremony, attended by national and international 
guests and thousands of members of the public, took place 
at the Memorial António Agostinho Neto in Luanda, in the 
same place and on the same day that José Eduardo dos 
Santos was invested for the last time as head of the Ango-
lan State following the 2012 elections.
The ceremony was attended by around two dozen heads of 
state and government, and was conducted by the presiding 
judge of the Constitutional Court, Rui Ferreira, who 
announced the election of João Lourenço and Bornito de 
Sousa to the positions of Angolan President and Vice 
President.
In his inauguration ceremony speech, João Lourenço 
spoke about the principles of universal justice and the 
economic liberalisation of the country, assuming the com-
mitment to “treat it” as an “inclusive governance" of the 
"nation’s problems” throughout his leadership.
The new President stated that: “In this new political cycle, 
legitimised at the ballot box, the constitution will be our 
roadmap and the laws our tools for decision making.” João 
Lourenço considers himself to be the “President of all Ango-
lans” and proposes working to improve the living conditions 
and well-being of the Angolan people, which will continue to 
be a national priority.
In his speech, he stressed the importance of the process of 
reforming public administration and the promotion of a 
policy to improve the efficiency of services. For João 
Lourenço, the reform of public administration should priori-
tise the simplification of procedures and the valuation of 
human capital through policies focused on training, motiva-
tion and career development of agents and civil servants.
“João Lourenço considers that it is necessary to promote 
the welfare state by applying economic and social inclusion 
programmes, and reducing inequalities, focusing on develop-
ment with an emphasis on rural environments.”
The President gave further hope to young people, upon 
whom the responsibility of the nation’s future rests, and for 
women who “play a fundamental role in the balance of 
society”.

  

Lançamento da primeira pedra na construção do Laboratório Central da Água.

“We will mainly focus on the economic and social development of the country, placing the acquisition of foreign 
investment and the fight against corruption and nepotism, which are key to Angola's economic recovery. Once 
we have won these battles, it will be easier to attract investment to the country.” - President João Lourenço
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João Lourenço outlined the objective of fighting social 
inequalities and infant mortality, promising to put “the 
desires and expectations of citizens” on the agenda of his 
governance strategy.
Controlling the rate of inflation – at a time when the country 
is plunged into a deep economic, financial and currency 
crisis – applying "strict rules" of exchange rate policy, with 
attention to the media, are the ideal formula to guarantee 
“international credibility”.
The President promised a fight without respite against 
economic crime and corruption. Corruption and impunity 
have a directly negative impact on the capacity of the State 
and its agents to implement any government programme. 
He therefore urged the people to work together with the 
Government in order to eradicate this evil which seriously 
threatens the very foundations of society.
The government's size will be reduced in order to guaran-
tee its functionality without losing resources and avoiding 
the waste of resources that are increasingly scarce. In this 
context, there is a promise to reduce bureaucracy in the 
public sector, in particular with the aim of facilitating private 
investment, thereby ensuring the industrialisation of the 
country and the consequent increase in exports, creating 
more reliance on agriculture, livestock and fisheries, among 
other sectors that João Lourenço has identified as alterna-
tives to oil, and which are an important part of the economic 
diversification strategy which must be adopted.
Within this mandate, the new President promises to review 

FEDERICA MOGHERINI PRAISES ANGOLA’S DEMOCRATIC MATURITY

The European Union head of diplomacy, Federica 
Mogherini, stated that the recent electoral process in 
Angola is a “clear sign” of the country’s commitment to 
democracy. “The general election process, leading to a 
peaceful political transition, was a clear sign of the Angolan 
people’s commitment to democracy,” declared Mogherini, 
in a statement released on the day in which the new Presi-
dent, João Lourenço, was sworn into office.
Federica Mogherini reaffirmed the EU's commitment to 
building and strengthening democratic institutions and 
reiterated its full commitment, together with Angola, to 
carrying out meaningful development work in Africa and the 
rest of the world.
She also stated that the EU “stands ready to support future 
electoral processes, including in ensuring equal access and 
treatment in the media and the reform of the electoral legis-
lation in line with international principles of inclusiveness 
and transparency.”

the public investment program and hand its management 
over to the private sector, in order to guarantee better 
efficiency. Improving healthcare and education provision in 
Angola, with better training of Angolan officials, were also 
priorities reiterated by João Lourenço, who also took on 
the commitment of modernising the armed forces.

“OUR MOTTO WILL BE CONTINUOUS RENEWAL AND TRANSFORMATION
IMPROVING WHAT IS GOOD AND CORRECTING WHAT IS BAD”

After receiving the 37-year legacy of the governance of 
the outgoing president, José Eduardo dos Santos, 
João Lourenço acknowledged the great work done by 
his predecessor, who has fulfilled his mission with 
unusual pride.

Federica Mogherini
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ANNUAL VISIT OF THE ACP COMMITTEE OF AMBASSADORS TO THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT 
BANK HEADQUARTERS IN LUXEMBOURG

As part of the cooperation of the ACP Group and the Euro-
pean Investment Bank, a visit to the headquarters of this 
institution in Luxembourg took place.
The Ambassadors of the ACP countries serving in Brussels 
were present, who, at the invitation of the Board of Directors 
of the Bank, travelled to promote and strengthen coopera-
tion between the parties.
The visit included a plenary session under the theme “The 
long-term mission of the EIB” chaired by the Vice-President 
of the EIB, Mr Pim van Ballekom, and by the Secretary 
General and President of the ACP Ambassadors’ Commit-
tee, Mr Patrick Gomes and Mr David Hales.
On the agenda were topics relating to the EIB's investment 
support plan for ACP countries. Support for youth entrepre-
neurship, through projects impacting the economic and 
social development of the recipient countries, support to 
programmes for the implementation and development of 
structures relating to renewable and other energies with the 
objective of protecting the environment and discussion on 
the promotion of small and medium companies were some 
of the topics discussed.
During bilateral sessions with the regional representatives 
  

European Investment Bank in Luxembourg

of the EIB, details were given regarding the new structure of 
EIB regional office operations, coordinated from the head-
quarters in Luxembourg. The role played at a local level by 
banks and other financial institutions and their importance 
for the analysis, financing and monitoring of large-scale 
projects was also highlighted.
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão attended the event.

ANGOLA AT THE EPICENTRE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Africa, America and Europe will be connected via Angola, 
which will serve as a telecommunications link between the 
three continents.
The fibre-optic submarine cable, the “South Atlantic Cable 
System" (SACS) will connect Angola to Brazil by July 2018. 
This project, which will be carried out by the Angolan com-
pany “Angola Cables”, will allow the first connection 
between Africa and America across the Atlantic Ocean.
SACS will be installed at a depth of 1.5 metres in shallow 
waters and seven kilometres mid ocean, to avoid damage 
to the submarine cable with the constant movement of 
ships and other marine resources.
Measuring six thousand kilometres in length, the cable, 
which will link Luanda (Angola) to Fortaleza (Brazil), will be 
made of four fibre pairs, with a data transmission capacity 
of 40 Tbps (telebits per second).
SACS, which is funded via a 260 million dollar sovereign 
wealth fund, will be connected to the WACS "West Africa 
Cable System" that connects 11 African and 3 European 
countries.

  

The project will substantially reduce the cost of accessing 
telecommunication services in the country, and will make 
Angola an important communication platform between the 
African, European and American continents.

 Sub-marine works as part of the Angola Cables project
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5TH MEETING OF THE ACP FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE MINISTERS

On 20th and 21st September, the 5th Meeting of ACP 
Ministers in charge of Fisheries and Aquaculture took place 
in Nassau, the Bahamas. The important role played by the 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors in coastal communities in 
the ACP countries was discussed, some of which are heavi-
ly dependent on these sectors.
The agenda included issues relating to the ACP Strategic 
Action Plan of Action for fisheries and aquaculture, bearing 
in mind the impact that sustainable development of these 
sectors will have on an economic, social and environmental 
level.
The prevention of illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing, the supply and promotion of small-scale fishing and 
the increasing empowerment of fishing communities in this 
regard were some of the areas discussed.
The role of fisheries and aquaculture in a broader “Blue 
Economy” perspective was discussed in detail, concluding 
that the sustainable exploitation of fishery resources does 
not only have implications at the level of the environmental 
supply of communities, but also on the dynamic and inclu-
sive balance of all maritime activities. The Member States 
must endeavour to make access to new, cleaner and more 
efficient technologies from an economic and environmental 
perspective available to the extractive fishing sector and 

 

other sub-sectors, such as fisheries transformation.
The promotion of small-scale fishing and encouraging good 
practice throughout the production chain was one of the 
subjects that merit more attention, given that it represents 
one of the main sources of employment in some regions of 
the ACP countries.
Angola was represented by the National Fisheries Director, 
Maria de Lurdes Sardinha, and by the Ambassador of 
Angola in Belgium, Elizabeth Simbrão.

EUROPEAN UNION FINANCES 65 MILLION EURO PROJECT TO REDUCE FAMINE FROM 
DROUGHT IN ANGOLA

The European Union will finance a 65 million Euro 
programme together with the Angolan government with the 
aim of reducing famine, poverty and the vulnerability of 
communities affected by drought in three provinces in 
southern Angola.
The Resilience and Food and Nutritional Security Strength-
ening in Angola project (FRESAN) also aims to “strengthen 
sustainable family farming” in the provinces most affected 
by climate change.
The project, whose financing agreement will be signed in 
Luanda, at the Ministry of Planning, will be implemented 
over the next five years in Cunene, Huíla and Namibe.
FRESAN is the result of a lengthy joint planning process 
that involves the Angolan authorities and development 
partners, namely Ministries, Provincial Governments, 
Municipal Administrations and non-governmental organisa-
tions, and is coordinated by the Instituto Camões, Instituto 
de Cooperação e da Língua (Portugal), and with coopera-
tion agreements with United Nations agencies.
It will help strengthen the resilience and production of family 
farming in the context of climate change, notably through 
the adoption and use of innovative technologies, practices 
and solutions to reduce vulnerability amongst women and 
other vulnerable groups.

 

The objectives of the project are to improve food and safety 
and household nutrition, “increasing the consumption and 
availability of more diverse and nutritious food”, preventing 
malnutrition in children and reducing the child mortality rate 
among the under-fives.

Photo of drought in Cunene Province

Fishing is one of the main sources of revenue in many ACP regions.
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ANGOLA PROMISES NEW AIRPORT FOR M’BANZA CONGO UNESCO CLASSIFICATION 
 

In order to register the city of Mbanza Congo as a world 
heritage site, a new airport must be constructed by 2020, 
given the proximity of the existing airport to the historic sites 
now listed by UNESCO.
The information was given in Mbanza Congo during the 
declaration of world heritage ceremony for the ruins in the 
historic city centre, the first classification of its kind awarded 
to Angola by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which took place on 8th 
July.
According to the governor of the province of Zaire, José 
Joanes André, the new Mbanza Congo airport will be built 
in Nkiende, 20 km from the existing airport, which dates 
from Portuguese colonial times and was later expanded. 
The project comes under the central Government’s public 
investment plan, which, incidentally, has secured UNES-
CO's agreement to list the ruins, which are over 800 years 
old.
According to the Minister of Culture, Carolina Cerqueira, 

 

  

The national team has reached the finals of the 5th African 
National Championship, CHAN 2018.
The result was achieved after a victory against Madagascar 
of 1–0 in Luanda in the 2nd knock-out round.
After a 0–0 tie in Madagascar, the national team managed 
to beat its opponent with a goal scored by the international 
Dani Massunguna, 62 minutes into the game.
Angola now features in the group of 11 countries that have 
already been selected for this prestigious competition, the 
final of which will take place in Kenya.
This is the third time in the history of the competition that 
Angola has reached the final stage. In 2011, the Palancas 
Negras (Black Antelopes) came 2nd.
The trainer, Beto Bianchi, visibly excited by the win and 
level achieved, said that the Angolan team would do its best 
to bring the trophy home to Luanda.

with this listing, as a cultural heritage site, as a result of the 
exceptional remains at Mbanza Congo, Angola has com-
mitted to improve the province’s infrastructure, and to 
remove both the existing airport from the area and the com-
munications masts in the vicinity.

Mbanza Congo ruins

FOOTBALL TEAM REACHES AFRICAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CHAN 2018 FINALS

The Angolan team has won a place in the final of the African Nations Championship (CHAN) 2018.


