
“The Minister of Economy and Planning must
start revising the “Law of Public-Private Partnerships”, to 
strengthen private investment, in accordance with the plan to 
review every six months, drawn up by the Government.”
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“The 1st Lusophone Cinema Festival – Cine Fest Luso Mundo 2017 – took place in Brussels from 23rd to 29th October, 
dedicated to women, on the theme “Women and Muses”.
This season included the screening of the film “Njinga, Rainha Africana” by the Angolan producer Coréon Dú and starring 
Lesliana Pereira as Njinga.
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“João Lourenço promises a heavy hand for anything 
considered to be a threat to the peace of citizens, national 
security and the development of the economy.”

PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING FILM FESTIVAL, CINEFEST LUSOMUNDO 2017, TAKES PLACE IN BRUSSELS

 

“On 22nd November, at the European Parliament in 
Brussels, a High-Level Conference on the theme “Investing 
in Youth” took place in the context of EU-Africa coopera-
tion.”

HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE TOWARD A RENEWED 
EU-AFRICA PARTNERSHIP

“The Embassy of Angola in the Kingdom of Belgium 
hosted an event to mark the 42nd anniversary of National 
Independence Day in November in Brussels.
The event took place at the “Palais des Colonies', in Tervu-
ren, and was attended by more than 200 guests.”
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President João Lourenço promises a “heavy hand” to punish 
criminality.
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Draft Law on General State Budget will be voted on in January.

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão during her speech
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JOÃO LOURENÇO STEPS UP FIGHT AGAINST CRIME

The National Police of Angola should strengthen their fight 
against the illegal sale of foreign currency on the street.
The President of the Republic is concerned about the high 
level of drug trafficking and foreign currency on the black 
market in the country, with violent crime and illegal immigra-
tion, primarily associated with diamond mining in the east.
João Lourenço promises a heavy hand for anything consid-
ered to be a threat to public safety, national security and the 
growth of the economy.
The new commandeer of the National Police, Commissioner 
General Alfredo Mingas “Panda”, promises to prioritise coop-
eration with the other state agencies in the fight against 
crime in the country, developing civil society and families as 
part of the drive to eradicate various types of violence.
The Executive intends to give new momentum to public 
discipline, encouraging the public to work with the authori-
ties to prevent and tackle crime.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWS LAW ON PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

The Ministry of Economy and Planning is due to start 
revising the Law of Public/Private Partnerships in order to 
strengthen private investment, in accordance with the plan 
to review every six months, drawn up by the Government.
In this plan, to be implemented by March 2018 to improve 
the country’s economic and social situation, the ministry, 
led by Pedro Luís da Fonseca, will adopt several measures, 
similar to the revision of the Law on Public and Private 
Partnerships of January 2011.
President João Lourenço intends to review the document to 
guarantee the “mobilisation of private sector resources to 
carry out public infrastructure works”, in the form of a grant. 
The BOT (Build, Operate and Transfer) model, a way in 
which private entities are financed, build and operate over a 
long period of time, after which the works become the prop-
erty of the State, is also subject to revision.
The legislation currently in force allows public-private 
partnerships to include concessions that are financed in full, 
in part or not at all by the State, but excludes the award of 
public works and public service contracts.
In accordance with the figures announced in October by the 
Angolan President, the growth rate of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) was 0.1% in 2016 as opposed to 6.8% in 
2013, before the crisis caused by the drop in revenue from 
oil exports, maintaining the growth forecast of 2.1% for this 
year.
In accordance with the figures announced in October by the 
Angolan President, the growth rate of the Gross Domestic 

President João Lourenço promises a “heavy hand” to punish criminality.

“The �ght against impunity and crime will be one of this 
Government’s priorities” – João Lourenço

Product (GDP) was 0.1% in 2016 as opposed to 6.8% in 
2013, before the crisis caused by the drop in revenue from 
oil exports, maintaining the growth forecast of 2.1% for this 
year.
The country experienced an accumulated 40% reduction in 
tax revenue between 2013 and 2016, 70% of which from 
the oil sector. In contrast, total State expenditure dropped 
29% for the same period, mainly affecting public invest-
ment, which fell by 55%.
However, the “budgetary consolidation undertaken in previ-
ous years has contributed greatly to avoiding a deficit 
explosion”, as President João Lourenço explained recently.

 

Luanda Bay
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2018 BUDGET WILL BE VOTED ON IN PARLIAMENT IN JANUARY

The draft legislation for the 2018 General State Budget 
(OGE), João Lourenço’s executive’s first, forecasts 
economic growth of 4.9%, and will be voted on in January 
in Parliament.
The State forecasts a deficit of 697.4 billion Kwanzas 
(3,500 million Euros) in the next year, equivalent to 2.9% of 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and expenditure and 
revenues of 9,658 billion Kwanzas (48,300 million Euros) 
which will be reflected in an economic growth of 4.9% of the 
GDP.
In the General State Budget for 2017, the last one submit-
ted by José Eduardo dos Santos, while he was still Presi-
dent of the Republic and head of the Government, the value 
entered for Defence, Security and Public Order, which 
includes military personnel, police, prison services, court 
employees and fire fighters, was 1,012 billion Kwanzas 
(5,000 million Euros), the equivalent of 20% of all expendi-
ture.
For 2018, the State will spend around 975 billion Kwanzas 
(4,900 million Euros) in Defence and Security. It is also 
forecast that 11.30% of public expenditure will be on Educa-
tion, equivalent to 517.7 billion Kwanzas (2,600 million 
Euros), 7.40% on Health, around 339.1 billion Kwanzas 

Draft Law on General State Budget will be voted on in January.

Angola, through the Instituto Regulador dos Serviços de 
Electricidade e de Água (Regulatory Institute of Electricity 
and Water Services – IRSEA), will, for the next two years, 
head up the General Assembly of the Association of Energy 
Regulators for the Portuguese-Speaking Countries 
(RELOP).
This was decided during the IX General Assembly of 
RELOP, which took place between 25th and 27th October, 
in Lisbon, in which its transformation into an association 
with a legal personality and articles of association as well as 
elected bodies was approved.
The vice-presidency of the General Assembly remains in 
charge of the Agência de Regulação Económica de Cabo 
Verde (ARE – Economic Regulation Agency of Cape 
Verde), while the Secretariat was assigned to the National 
Petroleum Institute of Mozambique (Instituto Nacional de 
Petróleo de Moçambique – INP) The board of RELOP will 
be headed up for the next two years by the National Elec-
tricity Council (Conselho Nacional de Electricidade – 
CNELEC), which will shortly become known as the Energy 
Regulatory Authority of Mozambique – Autoridade Regula-
dora de Energia (ARENE).
The National Electricity Agency of Brazil (Agência Nacional 
de Energia Eléctrica do Brasil – ANEEL) will take on the 
role of Vice President of the board, while the Energy 
Services Regulator in Portugal (ERSE) will keep the execu-
tive vice-presidency (permanent) and will have the primary

ANGOLA HEADS UP THE PELOP GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
responsibility of guaranteeing the functioning of the Perma-
nent Secretariat of the association, which is headquartered 
in Lisbon.
This organisation’s audit committee is chaired by the Gen-
eral Regulation Authority of São Tomé e Príncipe (Autori-
dade Geral de Regulação – AGER), while the ERSE and 
the National Entity for the Fuel Market (Entidade Nacional 
para o Mercado de Combustíveis – ENMC), both in Portu-
gal, are members.
The energy regulators’ forum for this association has 
amongst its membership representatives from IRSEA 
(Angola), ERSE (Portugal), ANEEL (Brazil), ARE (Cape 
Verde), CNELEC/ARENE (Mozambique), INP (Mozam-
bique) and AGER (São Tomé and Príncipe).

  

  

Angola will head up RELOP for the next two years.

(1,700 million Euros), and 14.83% on Social Protection, at 
around 680 billion Kwanzas (3,400 million Euros).
The final overall vote on the proposal is scheduled for 15th 
February at the National Assembly, as provided for in the 
legislation in relation to the general elections in August 
2017.
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106TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE ACP STATES 

The 106th Session of the Council of Ministers of the ACP 
Group was held in December in Brussels, and was attend-
ed by High Representatives from the various Member 
States.
Angola was represented by a delegation headed up by the 
Secretary of State for International Cooperation and Ango-
lan Communities, Domingos Custódio Vieira Lopes, and 
also attended by the Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Ambassador of Angola in the Kingdom of Belgium, Eliza-
beth Simbrão.
The meeting, chaired by the Minister of Commerce, Trade, 
the Informal Sector and Small and Medium Enterprises of 
Senegal and President of the Council of ACP Ministers, 
Alioune SARR, focused on issues relating to the future of 
the ACP beyond 2020 and other fundamental questions 
such as the protection of the environment. During the meet-
ing the Report by the Committee of Ambassadors to the 
Council of Ministers was approved, which included refer-
ence to the fair, organised and transparent way in which the 
last General Elections were conducted in Angola.
The report by the Secretary General, Patrick Gomes, which 
suggests, among other things, the strengthening of 
intra-ACP cooperation that is considered relevant and key 
in the North-South dialogue process. In this regard, the

HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE TOWARD A RENEWED EU-AFRICA PARTNERSHIP

On 22nd November, at the European Parliament in Brus-
sels, a High-Level Conference on the theme “Investing in 
Youth” took place in the context of EU-Africa cooperation.”
The agenda included subjects relating to Peace, Security 
and Democracy, Good Governance and Human Rights.
In addition to these fundamental issues, the subject of 
attracting investment for Sustainable and Inclusive Development 
and Growth in some African regions was debated, especially 
those that are more significantly behind.
The issues of Migration, Youth and Human Development 
were also discussed.
The event was chaired by António Tajani, President of the 
European Parliament (EP), and was attended by the Presi-
dent of the Central African Republic, Faustin-Archange 
Touadéra, Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the 
EU, Roger Nkondo Dang, President of the Pan-African 
Parliament, Werner Hoyer, President of the European 
Investment Bank, Akinwumi Adesina, President of the 
African Investment Bank, MEPs, political leaders from 
across the African continent, representatives of the African 

Union and the United Nations and representatives of diplo-
matic missions in Brussels as well as several guests.
Angola was represented by the Ambassador, Elizabeth 
Simbrão.

European Parliament

 Secretary General has maintained contact with the Heads 
of State or Government, Parliamentary Ministers and some 
regional, national and even supra-national organisations, 
such as the UN.
Patrick Gomes took advantage of these opportunities to 
report on the priorities and challenges of the ACP Group, as 
well as to gather opinions on the political authorities with 
whom he established a fruitful dialogue.
Under the umbrella of the ACP Group, the Secretary Gener-
al attended the 72nd session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, strengthening the partnership ties with 
the ACP Group.
The report, presented and approved, reveals the new 
programmes financed by the 11th FED, whose conventions 
were signed during 2017 for areas as diverse as the Biodi-
versity and Protected Areas Management programme 
(BIOPAMA), the urban mobility support programme, the 
participatory programme for the improvement of suburban 
zones in ACP countries, the Global partnership for educa-
tion, Knowledge management under the ACP-EU 
Programme for private sector development, the Intra-ACP 
programme for the Global Climate Change Alliance 
(GCCA+), among others.
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5TH AFRICAN UNION SUMMIT -EU

The 5th African Union Summit – European Union (AU-EU) 
was held on 29th and 30th November 2017 in Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast, and was attended by the President of the Republic 
of Angola, João Lourenço.
The summit brought together directors from the EU and 
Africa to define the future of cooperation between the two 
continents with a view to developing education, and stimu-
lating investment and employability, amongst other topics. 
The meeting resulted in a joint statement that defines the 
common priorities of the EU-Africa partnership in four 
strategic areas: Economic opportunities for young people; 
peace and security; Mobility and migration and cooperation 
in the field of governance.
Investment in young people was one of the touchstones of 
the summit, which is conscious of the fact that over 60% of 
the African population is aged under 25.
It has been agreed that support will be given to the mobility 
of students, teachers and academics across the African 
continent, reinforcing exchange programmes such as 
ERASMUS+, between Africa and Europe.
Bearing in mind African economic development and the 

 Photo of the 5th Summit of the African Union – EU

increase in the employability of young officials, the EU 
announced investment of around 44 billion Euros in Africa 
by 2020.
The leaders also made a joint statement on the situation of 
the migrants in Libya, condemning the inhumane treatment 
of migrants and refugees inflicted by criminal groups.
Also discussed were ways to tackle the smuggling of 
migrants and treating the causes of illegal migration.

11TH CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION

The Minister of Trade, Joffre Van-Dúnem, confirmed that 
Angola will proceed with the ratification of the most recent 
agreements on the facilitation of Trade and Intellectual 
Property Rights.
This declaration of intentions was issued during the Ango-
lan Minister’s speech during the plenary meeting at the 11th 
Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO), which 
took place in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The Minister confirmed that Angola protects access to 
preferential markets, as well as fair and equitable rules that 
allow its participation in regional and global trade.
Regarding the WTO Agreements in the agricultural sector, 
he reiterated that Angola has always supported the estab-
lishment of fair, equitable and market-orientated agricultural 
trade, considering that, by manipulating trade, subsidies to 
the sector should be as small as possible.
Joffre Van-Dúnem supported the ban on subsidies in the 
fisheries sector which contribute towards overfishing, and 
to fight the scourge of undeclared and unregulated fishing.
He also confirmed that Angola supports the decision of the 
WTO to establish permanent public reserves for food safety 

  

purposes, with the future inclusion of programmes that 
enable the adoption of measures to reduce hunger and to 
guarantee access for all.
In his speech, he requested that the WTO should include 
new issues on its agenda such as e-commerce, the facilita-
tion of investment and micro, small and medium-sized enter-
prises, and he defended the multilateral trading system.
The Minister directed questions to WTO partners in Angola 
relating to economic development that enhance its participa-
tion within the WTO, such as measures to make the country 
independent from crude oil exports.
He also confirmed that the priorities of the Government’s 
economic policy rely on increasing economic resilience, the 
modernisation of agriculture and agro-industry, with an 
increase in employability and income as the main objectives.
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42ND ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN BRUSSELS

The Embassy of Angola in the Kingdom of Belgium hosted 
an event to mark the 42nd anniversary of National Indepen-
dence Day in November in Brussels.
The event took place at the 'Palais des Colonies', in Tervu-
ren, and was attended by more than 200 guests.
In addition to the Diplomatic Corps in the Kingdom of 
Belgium and together with the European Union and the 
Angolan diaspora, senior officials from the European Com-
mission, Diplomats, Parliamentarians and Senior Officials 
from the Belgian Ministries attended, representing various 
NGOs and other global organisations (the UN, African 
Union, etc.)
At the invitation of the Ambassador, the talented singer Lila 
(Maria da Conceição Almeida), accompanied by the musi-
cian Hagaha (Henrique de Melo), provided lively entertain-
ment.

In Brussels from 23 to 27 October the 1st Portuguese 
speaking Film Festival took place – Cine Fest Luso Mundo 
2017 – dedicated to the women, on the theme “Women and 
muses”.
This season included the screening of the film “Njinga, 
Rainha Africana” by the Angolan producer Coréon Dú and 
starring Lesliana Pereira as Njinga.
The film tells the story of one of the most famous and 
emblematic figures in Angolan history in the fight against 
slavery and the Portuguese occupation in the Kingdom of 
Ndongo and Matamba during the 16th century.
Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão opened the event before 
an enthusiastic audience of more than 150 guests, includ-
ing Ambassadors from Portuguese-speaking nations, 
senior officials of the European Union, eminent personali-
ties, cultural associations and the Angolan diaspora. The 
screening of this full-length feature film showed a trip into 
the past, bringing to life the famous “Queen of Angola”, who 
has fuelled the interest of numerous historians and anthro-
pologists for many decades.

PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING FILM FESTIVAL, CINEFEST LUSOMUNDO 2017, TAKES PLACE IN BRUSSELS
 

Ambassador Elizabeth Simbrão during her speech

“Our history is deeply connected to the determination of its people and the enormous desire to overcome its difficulties 
in search of unity, fraternal socialisation and solidarity. In this sense, I agree with the words of His Excellency, Presi-
dent, João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, when he confirms that it is important to continue to approach governing 
authorities and those who are governed, so that the credibility of political power and the active involvement of the 
people in the governance process will increasingly become a reality.” - Elizabeth Simbrão
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NÉNETTE SOLANGE DOS SANTOS AWARDED AN OSCAR - BRUSSELS

On 11th November, the date on which the 42nd anniversa-
ry of the Independence of Angola is celebrated, Nénette 
Solange dos Santos was awarded an Oscar at the Criteri-
um Belgium, which awarded the members of the diaspora 
that stood out during the year.
Born in Luanda, Nénette Solange dos Santos graduated in 
modelling and design from the Heilige Familie Instituut in 
Ypres, Belgium. Within the diaspora, she is known for her 
entrepreneurial activity in the field of hair and beauty, wher 
she has shone year after year.
Her vast professional experience, gained in Holland and 
Germany, has made her one of the best in her field, which 
is why she was also nominated for the African Lion Awards 
2018, in the hair and beauty categories. This event will take 
place in Brussels in May 2018.
The Angolan Embassy was represented at this event by the 
cultural attaché, João Inglês.

 

  

The Basketball Team finished the first “window” of qualifi-
cation for the World Championship to be held in China in 
2019.
The national team won the first round of the competition 
undefeated in the Luanda Multipurpose Pavilion, 73-64 
against the Democratic Republic of Congo on the third and 
final day of the African Group C.
After this stage, they will compete in the three first classifi-
cations of each one of the four groups, forming two groups 
of six, where the top two and the best third will compete for 
the World Championship.
The second “window” of competition is scheduled for June 
next year, in Egypt.
National Basketball is on the rise, after the African Champi-
onship Clubs' Cup was won by the 1st August women's 
team.
Angola holds first place in the FIBA-Africa ranking with a 
total of eight titles.

The National Basketball Selection will contest its place in the final round of the World Championship

NATIONAL BASKETBALL TEAM UNDEFEATED IN THE FIRST ROUND OF THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Nénette dos Santos during the ceremony for the event held in Brussels


