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 ABOUT THE STATE OF THE NATION 

                                       Quarterly Newsletter of the Angolan Embassy in Brussels 

The Embassy of the Republic of Angola in Brussels celebrated the 41st Anniversary of National Independence on the 24th of 
November. Members of the Diplomatic Corps in the Kingdom of Belgium and Permanent Representatives to the European Union, 
Senior Officials and Representatives of the Secretariat of the ACP Countries (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific), Senior Officials of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the European Union and representatives of the diaspora attended the event. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

ANTÓNIO GUTERRES HAILED AS NEW UN SECRETARY GENERAL 
 

 

ANGOLA DECLARES NATIONAL MOURNING IN HONOUR OF 
FIDEL CASTRO “ETERNAL GLORY TO FIDEL”            

 COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
 CELEBRATION OF THE 41ST ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN BRUSSELS 

President José Eduardo dos Santos and Government O�cials

 ANGOLA IMPROVES THE TRADE BALANCE, WITH A 
 REDUCTION IN IMPORTS 

www.angolaembassy.be

The diversification of the economy, in particular the 
growth of agriculture, is in line with the Government’s 
bids to continue to reduce the country’s imports and 
make it increasingly self-sufficient. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Georges Chikoti considers the election of António Guterres 
“very significant for Africa, for the CPLP, for Angola and for the international commu-
nity in general”. 

A

The President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, considered Fidel Castro “a 
singular figure with a transcending historical importance who placed a mark on his 
epoch with the role he played in his country and in the great transformations of 
humanity, in favour of liberty, social justice and development of the peoples ”.
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Fidel Castro during one of his public appearances 

Lauriela Márcia Martins, Miss Angola 2017

UN Secretary General, António Guterres

President José Eduardo dos Santos and Government O�cials

     

- ANGOLA SUPPORTS THE CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE RCA
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JOSÉ EDUARDO DOS SANTOS DELIVERS MESSAGE ABOUT THE STATE OF THE NATION 

The President of the Republic of Angola, José Eduardo 
dos Santos, addressed the nation in the opening ceremony 
of the 5th Legislative Session of the II Legislature of the 
National Assembly, with an analysis of the current situation 
in the country and the progress achieved in recent years. 
The current climate of peace in the country and the normal 
functioning of the democratic institutions have facilitated 
social and economic growth, giving the people renewed 
hope in a better future of freedom, justice and social inclu-
sion. 
In spite of the by-products of the global economical and 
financial crisis, which started in 2008, Angola has managed 
to mitigate negative consequences of this unfavourable 
backdrop, having even achieved some clearly positive 
indicators. The country attained more than half the United 
Nations’ Millennium Development Objectives by 2015, 
namely in the areas of formal employment, energy supply, 
access to drinking water, health, sanitation, education and 
professional training, among others. 
The impacts of the recent crisis caused by the collapse of 
oil prices, which has directly affected oil-producing coun-
tries, such as Angola, have also been mitigated as far as 
possible. This is proved by the gradual reduction in the 
price of essential goods, inflation and interest rates, 
business recovery and the increase in employment levels. 
According to data from the National Institute of Statistics, 
the monthly interest rate, which, in July was around 4%, 
reduced to around 3% in August and 2.14% in September, 
also noting the reduction in the price of consumer goods on 
the market and an appreciable increase in buying power. 
The government's objective is to achieve a monthly interest 
rate of 1% or less. 
The President once again reinforced the idea that economic 
growth must be increasingly consolidated by the diversifica-
tion of the economy. As this is not a new idea, José Eduardo 
dos Santos explained that its practical application requires 
the conditions for its implementation to be created. He 
recalled that in 2002, after the war, Angola and Cambodia 
were the two countries with the most anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines per metre squared in the world, a factor that 
many would prefer to forget when they blindly accused the 
government of delaying in the economic diversification 
process. 
Referring to the unquestionable focus on improving the 
situation of the country in general, President José Eduardo 
dos Santos listed a series of structural public investment 
projects approved during this mandate. The conclusion of 
the second phase of the Camambe Dam, the construction 
of the new Laúca Dam, which will be complete at the end of 
2017, the construction of the combined cycle power plant at 
Soyo, were some of the large-scale investments that were 
referred to.

  

These advances, in addition to access to drinking water and 
development in the area of telecommunications and trans-
port, are obvious examples of efforts to grow the economy. 
In terms of social development, the President cited the 
Training and Redistribution of Income Programme 
launched by the government with the purpose of guaran-
teeing greater and better social inclusion, using the main 
political instruments to redistribute wealth in a joined up and 
coordinated way. 
The increase in violent crime, illegal immigration and finan-
cial crimes were referred to, and assurances were given 
that measures to combat these crimes were being taken. 
The development and consolidation of the performance of 
the Financial Intelligence Unit is one such measure, and the 
unit has been given greater autonomy in order to effectively 
implement preventive and repressive measures to combat 
money laundering, and the financing of terrorism. External-
ly, the President mentioned the hidden threats represented 
by the crises and conflicts in Central Africa and the Great 
Lakes Region. Phenomena such as maritime piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea and organised crime as a result of the 
spread of religious fundamentalism, transnational terrorism, 
arms, drug and human trafficking, and cyber crime were 
highlighted with consternation. In the chapter on Defence 
and National Security, it was pointed out that despite some 
circumstantial and structural constraints, the National Secu-
rity System (National Intelligence, Defence and Order) has 
responded fully to all these risks, both internal and external, 
allowing the continuation of the national objectives: the 
defence of the national territory, the guarantee of peace and 
stability and the protection of national borders. However, he 
recalled that this requires the capable, well-equipped and 
well-trained continuation of the Armed Forces and National 
Security. 

 

President José Eduardo dos Santos and Government O�cials
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ANGOLA RECORDS A REDUCTION IN THE RATE OF INFANT MORTALITY AND AN INCREASE IN LIFE EXPECTANCY

The number of Angolan children dying before the age of 
five has reduced significantly in the past five years, drop-
ping from 114 to 44 per thousand. This data includes the 
Multiple Indicators of Health Survey (IIMS), carried out 
between 2015 and 2016 by the National Institute of Statis-
tics of Angola (INEA), in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health of Angola with assistance from the World Bank, 
organised by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). 
The recently published results of the survey were used to 
calculate neonatal, post-neonatal, infant, child and youth 
mortality, based on birth records. The objective of the 
2015–2016 IIMS is to provide up-to-date information on the 
situation of men, women and children and to measure the 
current state of the key indicators, which will allow Angola to 
evaluate the progress achieved in terms of the Millennium 
Development Objectives from the National Health Develop-
ment Plan 2012–2025. 
In a direct comparison with five countries in the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) – Namibia, 
Zambia, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lesotho, 
and Mozambique – the survey reveals that Angola ranks at 
the top. The Minister of Health, Luís Gomes Sambo, stated 
that with the government efforts to improve living conditions 
for the Angolan people, the life expectancy that was 41 
years in 1990 rose to 49 in 2000 and 61 more recently, 
which is one of the highest on the African continent. 

Minister of Health, Luís Gomes Sambo

“Despite the progress made, we still do not find this 
current data satisfactory. The Government intends to 
achieve even more ambitious objectives, and to this 
end will implement health and social development 
policies capable of achieving these same objectives”. 

ANGOLA IMPROVES THE TRADE BALANCE, WITH A REDUCTION IN IMPORTS 

The Angolan trade balance has achieved a positive 
balance of 5,100 million Euros in the third quarter of 2016, 
with a decline in imports but still 450 million Euros of food 
and agricultural products alone. According to the external 
trade statistics document for the third quarter, from the 
National Institute of Statistics (INE), Angolan imports fell to 
502.9 billion Kwanzas (more than 2,500 million Euros). This 
represents a change of almost 20 per cent in year-on-year 
terms, but also in relation to the second quarter of the year, 
with the volume of imports falling by 6.9%. 
Exports, essentially oil, reached a value of 1,411 billion 
Kwanzas ($8 billion) between July and September – an 
increase of 14.5% compared to the second quarter of the 
year, and an increase of 32.5% compared to the same 
period in 2015. 
The trade balance for the third quarter of 2016 was 908.9 
billion Kwanzas (5,100 million Euros), with an increase of 
31.2% compared to the previous quarter. 

  

The diversification of the economy, in particular the 
development of agriculture, is in line with the Govern-
ment’s bids to continue to reduce the country’s imports 
and make it increasingly self-sufficient. 
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7TH HIGH LEVEL MEETING FOR THE OVERSIGHT MECHANISM OF THE PEACE, SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION FRAMEWORK IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO AND 
THE GREAT LAKES REGION, IN LUANDA

Heads of State and Government of the signatory countries 
of the Framework Agreement for Peace, Security and 
Cooperation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
the Region participated in the Seventh High Level Meeting 
of the Regional Oversight Mechanism (ROM) on 26th Octo-
ber in Luanda.  José Eduardo dos Santos gained the 
support of the United Nations, the African Union (AU), the 
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region 
(ICGRL) and the Southern African Development Communi-
ty (SADC). On the agenda were the latest political and 
security developments in the Great Lakes Region, since 
political and security developments had been reviewed 
since the last meeting, held in New York on 29 September 
2015. In relation to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
the need for dialogue with the various political forces in the 
country was reaffirmed, with a view to holding democratic 
elections in 2018. 
President José Eduardo dos Santos stated that dialogue 
continues to be the only way forward in order to reduce 
contradictions and overcome crises and conflicts, guaran-
teeing peace and stability from a political, economic and 
social perspective. “The countries in our continent must 
accept our options for democratic states governed by the 
rule of law, consolidating our institutions and respecting the 
expression of free will of the people, because only this will 
allow new generations to start to assert themselves as 
legitimate successors of the policies that promote the 
development of our countries and the progress and well-be-
ing of our people.” 
He welcomed the launch of the Regional Strategic Frame-
work for the Great Lakes, by the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, during an open debate by the Security 
Council on the prevention and resolution of conflicts in the 
Great Lakes Region, which took place in New York on 21 
March 2016. The United Nations has committed to the 
continued simplification and harmonisation of the efforts of 
the various entities, in close consultation with the countries 
in the region, with a view to supporting the efforts of the 
member developing countries, with the announcement of 
the next High-Level Meeting in the Republic of Congo. 
The meeting was witnessed by H.E. José Eduardo dos 
Santos, President of the Republic of Angola (host), H.E. 
Idriss Deby Itno, President of the Republic of Chad and 
President of the African Union, H.E. President Denis 
Sassou Nguesso of the Republic of Congo, H.E. President 
Joseph Kabila Kabange of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), H.E. President Edgar Chagwa Lungu of the 
Republic of Zambia, H.E. William Ruto, Vice President of 
the Republic of Kenya, H.E. Gaston Sindimwo, First Vice 

  

President of the Republic of Burundi; H.E. Hasabu Moha-
mad Abdalrahman, Vice President of the Republic of 
Sudan, H.E. Simplice Mathieu Sarandji, Prime Minister of 
the Central African Republic, and H.E. Paul Dlamini, 
Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Swaziland (on 
behalf of the Presidency of the SADC). The following heads 
of delegation also attended the meeting: H.E. Maite Nkoa-
na-Mashabane, Minister for Cooperation and International 
Relations of the Republic of South Africa, H.E. Augustine 
Mahiga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, H.E. Sam Kutesa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Uganda and H.E. Alfred Gakuba Kalisa, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Rwanda in Angola. Also 
present were H.E. Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Chairper-
son of the African Union Commission, Mr Said Djinnit, 
Special Envoy of the 2nd Secretary-General for the Great 
Lakes Region, on behalf of the Secretary General of the 

  

 

 

 

“O diálogo continua a ser a única via válida para se 
dirimirem contradições e superarem crises e conflitos, 
garantindo a paz  e a estabilidade do ponto de vista políti-
co, económico  e social.” - José Eduardo dos Santos
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and impact”. Meeting attendees also agreed on the need 
to proceed with the “improvement of the governance 
mechanisms of the programme”, to guarantee “better 
efficacy, efficiency impact and visibility of the cooperation 
of the PALOP-TL with the European Union". 
During the meeting, Cape Verde assumed the presidency 
of the group, succeeding São Tomé and Príncipe, and is 
tasked with defining the projects to be implemented under 
the EDF. 
This commitment was included in the declaration from 
Praia during the meeting. 
The cooperation between Portuguese-speaking African 
countries and East Timor (PALOP-TL) and the European 
Union (EU) will celebrate twenty-five years of activity in 
2017, and is part of the global partnership between the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP) and the 
European Union, under the Cotonou Agreement. The 
objective of the programme is to support the development 
efforts of Angola, Cape Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Mozam-
bique, São Tomé and Príncipe and East Timor by strength-
ening cooperation in areas of common interest.  

  

XII MEETING OF THE NATIONAL AUTHORISING OFFICERS OF THE PORTUGUESE-SPEAK-
ING AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND EAST TIMOR (PALOP-TL) WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION 
(EU) IN CAPE VERDE 

The 12th Meeting of National Authorising Officers (NAO) 
from the PALOP-TL countries with the EU was held on 9th 
December in the city of Praia in Cape Verde. The meeting 
served to take stock of cooperation between the group of 
Portuguese-speaking African countries and East Timor and 
the EU, “a unique form of South-South cooperation promot-
ed by the European Union since 1992”. 
Issues such as crime, the consolidation of the rule of law 
and the strengthening of the participating countries’ institu-
tional and human resources (Angola, Cape Verde, Equato-
rial Guinea, Mozambique, São Tomé e Príncipe and East 
Timor) were discussed in detail, highlighting various coop-
eration projects with the EU under the 11th EDF. 
The political desire to “strengthen cooperation" between the 
two blocks was reaffirmed, with the 11th EDF continuing to 
finance projects in the fields of good governance and the 
strengthening of the institutions in southern countries. In 
addition, support for the private sector was guaranteed, in 
terms of creative industries with the purpose of encouraging 
the creation of employment and the modernisation and 
diversification of the economy in these countries. The coun-
tries pledged to “make every effort with a view to the swift 
implementation of the process of identification and formula-
tion of EDF projects”, as well as their “efficacy, efficiency

ANGOLA DECLARES NATIONAL MOURNING IN HONOUR OF FIDEL CASTRO “ETERNAL 
GLORY TO THE COMMANDER”  

“Eternal glory to the Commander” was the message José 
Eduardo dos Santos recorded on the wreath of flowers, left 
by the Vice-President of the Republic, Manuel Domingos 
Vicente, after his arrival in Havana, to represent the Head of 
the Angolan State, during the funeral ceremony for the 
Cuban ex-President, Fidel Castro, who died on November 
25 following a long illness. Born on 13 August 1926 in Birán, 
Cuba, Fidel Castro was the main leader of the Cuban Revo-
lution (1953–1959), Prime Minister of Cuba (1959–1976) 
and first President of the Council of the State of the Repub-
lic of Cuba (1976–2008). He was awarded the Olive of 
Peace Prize by the World Peace Council in 2011 for peace-
ful coexistence between nations and for his efforts to 
promote disarmament. The President of the Republic, José 
Eduardo dos Santos, considered Fidel Castro “a singular 
figure with a transcending historical importance who placed 
a mark on his epoch with the role he played in his country 
and in the great transformations of humanity, in favour of 
liberty, social justice and development of the peoples.”  

Fidel Castro during one of his public appearances 
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ANTÓNIO GUTERRES, PORTUGUESE EX-PRIME MINISTER, PROCLAIMED NEW 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN 

In Brussels, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Georges Chiko-
ti, reaffirmed Angola’s support for the peace and consolida-
tion of democracy process in the CAR. 
At the donors' Conference on 17 November 2016, organ-
ised by the European Union in partnership with the Govern-
ment of the Central African Republic, the Head of Angolan 
Diplomacy said it was urgent to repair the country's social 
fabric, carry out structural reforms and maximise economic 
growth for the well-being of the whole Central African popu-
lation, with the engagement of the international community 
being essential. 
At the conference, in addition to the EU, the United Nations, 
the African Union and the World Bank, the action plan for 
the Central African Republic was also presented, with the 
work undertaken in the country over the past three years 
being applauded. The democratically elected political 
forces of the CAR are firmly committed to implementing a 
total reform, at a political, social, cultural and economic 
level, capable of consolidating constitutional order and 
continuing the process of national reconciliation. Meeting 
participants were unanimous in reaffirming the need to 
break the cycle of fragility and instability that has affected 
the country on all levels, working diligently on disarmament, 
demobilisation, reintegration and repatriation of popula-
tions. The need for border control was also referred to, as 
well as fighting crime and terrorism, in order to create the  

The UN Security Council has officially named António 
Guterres as the new Secretary General of the UN. The 
announcement was made in New York after a closed-door 
meeting of the Council through its President, the Russian 
Ambassador to the UN, Vitaly Churkin, who emphasised 
the transparency and unanimity in the choice of the succes-
sor of Ban Ki-Moon. The current UN Secretary General also 
welcomed the decision: “I know Guterres very well, and 
consider him to be an excellent choice. His experience as 
Prime Minister of Portugal, his extensive knowledge of the 
world and his brilliant intellect will serve him very well in 
leading the United Nations during this decisive period,” he 
stated. 
In addition, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Georges Chikoti, 
considered the appointment of António Guterres “very 
important for Africa, for the CPLP, for Angola and for the 
international community in general”. With a long political 
career, António Guterres became Secretary General of the 
Portuguese Socialist Party in 1992 and was elected as 
Prime Minister of the 13th and the 14th Constitutional 
Governments in 1995 and 1999. Between 1995 and 2001, 

 

conditions required for sustained economic growth, 
environmental protection and social well-being. 
The conference facilitated the collection of in excess of 2.06 
billion Euros in material and financial aid. This contribution 
will now be used towards the continuous peace process, 
re-establishment of security, national reconciliation and the 
provision of humanitarian aid. Outside the conference on 
the CAR, Minister Georges Chikoti met with the High 
Representative and the Vice President of the Commission 
of the European Union, Federica Mogherini, to discuss 
issues relating to the cooperation between Angola and the 
EU. 

   

 

Minister of Foreign A�airs Georges Chikotii

he was president of Socialist International and in 2005, he 
was elected for the post of High Commissioner for Refu-
gees for the United Nations, which has been his role until 
now. On the sixth vote, the Portuguese candidate received 
13 votes in favour and two abstentions out of 15 members 
of the UN Security Council. 
 

 

UN Secretary General, António Guterres.

ANGOLA SUPPORTS THE CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE RCA 
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CELEBRATION OF THE 41ST ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN BRUSSELS 

The Embassy of the Republic of Angola in Brussels 
celebrated the 41st Anniversary of National Independence 
on the 24th of November. 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps in the Kingdom of 
Belgium and Permanent Representatives to the European 
Union, Senior Officials and Representatives of the Secre-
tariat of the ACP Countries (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific), 
Senior Officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
European Union and representatives of the diaspora 
attended the event. 
The Ambassador, Elizabeth Simbrão, spoke of the expan-
sion and sustained development work that has been carried 
out in the country, emphasising the reinforcement of the 
role of the various public sector institutions, namely health-
care, education and vocational training and individuals' 
personal and professional development. 
The investment that has been made in widening access to 
knowledge and the construction of schools and universities 
has contributed unequivocally to the increase in the general 
educational level. Elizabeth Simbrão emphasized the 
government's commitment to economic diversification: “Our 
potential no longer depends on oil and diamonds.Today, we 
are the Angola of renewable energy, telecommunications,

  

Event organized by the Embassy of Angola 

industry, the added value of our raw materials, tourism, the 
organised and modernised primary sector.” On an interna-
tional level, the Ambassador drew attention to the important 
role of Angola within the United Nations, the ICGRL, the 
African Union, the ACP and other organisations, stressing 
the importance of bilateral and multilateral agreements, 
including the 2012 bilateral agreement with the European 
Union named “Joint Way Forward”. 

Lauriela Márcia Martins, representative of the prov-
ince of Cabinda, won the title of Miss Angola 2017 on 
17th December, beating the other candidates com-
peting for the title of the most beautiful woman in 
the country, during a gala held at the Multi-Purpose 
Venue at Kilamba. 
Having won over the Jury, the representative of May-
ombe (Cabinda) has won, for the fourth time, the 
title of Miss Angola for her region, leaving her mark 
on the 21st edition of the competition. 
In a night full of beauty and glamour, the 
19-year-old, a 1st year Architecture student, will 
continue to �ght for the rights of rural women: “I 
have embraced the cause of the rural woman. I have 
worked for this cause since my nomination as Miss 
Cabinda. I hope to continue with this cause, not 
forgetting the projects initiated by the outgoing 
Miss Angola.” 

MISS ANGOLA 2017 WANTS TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL WOMEN 

“Winning the competition marks a new chapter 
in my life, as I want to do work for the develop-
ment of rural women”.

Lauriela Márcia Martins, Miss Angola 2017


